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THE 
INDISCREET CONNECTION. 

LETTER L 
<Ii)It. Grind ALL to Mrs; Lbst£iu 

r 

IHAV^ fo often 4€Jivercd my opi-^ 
mon; upOR the fubjcdt in qnefticxi, 
Mad^itii that you cannot have any doubts 
\Vith regard to my feiitim^qtsconcerning. 
it: peihapE, the wry gre^fre^dcoa with, 
which ^ I. have declojre^: thegci^ha? in- 
duced you to be more refoUite in the 
fupport of oppofite. ones. Theafl^c- 
tionate eftecnj^^ hq\veyjer, wl^cfe l- feel 
. Vol. L B ^or 
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for my old friend, aod my atten* 
-tion to The- t^at welfare of his daugh- 
ter, would not permit me to be filent 
when I hoped that I might by fpeak- 
ing be of any fervice to his family. 

You are fenfible, Madam„ that I was 
exceedingly againft your putting your- 
felf to fo coniiderable, fo idle an expence, 
for the education of your daughter, an 
education^ which can be of.no real life, 
w^hichmay be, indeed, of real diflervice 
to her. To what purpofe have yod 
Ipent fo much money for her learning 
mufic, drawing, and geography ? They 
are very proper accomplifliments, I 
granf, for women of birth and fortune ; 
they may even be ferviceable to them by 
employing thofe Vacant hourJ which 
would be otherwife, in all probability, 
wafted in folly, not to make ufe of an 

^ harder 



Thi Indiscreet Connection. jj 

harder expreflion : but young women 
who have ortiy fmall fortunes -^and* 
Kitty LeAer is oneof them*— ought to 
Ipcnd-their time in learning fomething- 
which may render them ufeful to them* 
fclves, or to thofe with whom they are 
conneded. Hiave thought that R-ench Is 
in general needlefr, though in particular 
firuations irmay be neceflary ; butfure- 
ly tbaty and every thing elfe virhich your 
daughter ha3 learned, might have been 
acquired without the unreafonable ex- 
pence you have been at/^h plaicing her 
at one of the moll extravagartt- board- 
ing fchools in London. I never ap- 
proved of the manner in which girls-are 
educated at fuch fchools-; Cbeit edtfoatlon 
tattier difqualifieslthem^. in «9ytt>pihioa^' 
for making goodt wives. They :are very 
politely accomplifKed^ Iwill allow, but 
thepoliteft accomplHhments alone, vyill 
' B z . not 
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not enable a woman to appear in an 
adyant^eouft light at the head of her 
ffijpMy^ Oh the other hand^ a girl 
brpught up at home^ under the care of 
a (enli}]le mother^ who know3 her own 
uit^r/^ft fufficiently , to attend to the 
domefiic dutie^ (the chiefs duties of a 
woman), who is capable of initru£ting 
her daughter in them, and- who can 
enforce her precepts by her example, 
'ftands the fairefi chance of making a 
good y^ifiSf mothq:, and miftrefs of a 
fiamiiy herfelf ; charaftj^rs which few 
wqmen^ educated at the various Fretiich 
and Eng^i^i boarding-fchopls in the " 
kingdom^ can fupport in a becoming 
^Mftoqpj . If 5^ou will take my advice, 
therefofK, you. will take yowr daughter 
home immediately; ffae has been. aU 
ready at fchool fevehd years, and I will 
venture ta fay tiaat yw have fpent near, 

if 
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if not quite a thoufand pounds, in a fri- 
volous education, which might have cotr- 
tributed to fettle her with an iHdiiflTlous 
young man in bufinefs, and which, fo 
difpofed of, might have been contider- 
jtbly improved, to their mutual advan- 
tage. As* the cafe now is, llie mud de- 
pend upon you for her fuppqrt, and 
you tnay bbth be tempted to be guilty 
pi ridiculous proceedings, if you are 
not driven by what you call neceflity, 
tobecoilcerned'in any very cenfurable 
atf^ions. l^dw niany girls >re there, 
W"ho h^ not having any m6ney, and 
by having a taft^ not to be gratified 
without a great deal, are obliged to lay 
Tnares to draw in young men of famil]^ 
and' foi^turte to' marry them ? By-- fo 
doing they certainly fliew tHenifelves 
mean and ungenerous— If their defigns 
are. fruftrated,- they may be, in the 
B 3 end. 
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end, drawn in themfelves to live with 
die men of whom they are foolifhly 
fond upon their own terms : or the;^ 
may pine away their lives in diiguft 
and difappointmcnt, render themfelves 
incapable of making any other ma^ 
happy, and linger out their days, ei^r 
.tirely .ufelefs|. . Take your daughter 
,away, therefore, Madam, from afchool 
where Ihe has not acquired any ufeful 
knowledge, and teach her a little good 
houfewifery at home, that ihe may be 
capable of affifting fome hoaieft man to 
carry on his bufirrefs, or, at leaft, -to 
look after bis family, while h^ is more . 
profitably employed* She has already 
ferved an apprenticelhip to mufic, dance- 
ing, . drawings &c. &c. and, therefore, 
ought tq be a perfed miftrefs of all thefe 
accompliihments ; it is now high time 
for her to learn thofe doraelllc duties 

' . without. 
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without a thorough ktioWledge of which 
Ihe can never be either a good wife 
ot a good mother. That ihe may^ at 
a propey time, be exemplary in the for- 
miBT and in the latter charafter, is the 
iincere wifti of. Madam, 

your real friend, 
and humble fervant, 
E. Gri^pall. 



LETTER II. 

Mrs. Lestxr to Mr^. Saxby. • 

I WAS vallly forry that I was not 
at home the rnorning you came to 
town, and called upon. me. I wanted 
to tell you how cxceflively I have been 
provoked by a lette.r which I -have 
B 4 received 
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received from Mr. GrindAll, whofe ad- 
vice I could not well avoid afking 
abgut Kitty^ It was merely a coropH^ 
mentwhich I paid him, for to be fure^ 
as I am left by her father one of *er 
guardians, I have as much right to deter- 
mine what is beft for her as he ; but he 
has always been grumbling and find- 
ing fault with my placing her with 
Mrs. D. becaufe truly it is too expen-v 
' 6v^f «&d b^cauie ibe will only be 
taught things which fhe has no occafion 
to know, $nd will not Uarn thofe things 
with which Ihe ought to be acquainted. 
I cannot tell you all the nonfetife he 
has talked and wrote to me, as if nobody 
Inew but him what was fit for her lo 
learn. Surely, 1 think, a mother is th^^ 
beft judge of her daughter's capacity 5 
and every woman ought to be itioft 
.capably of coo.d^fti^g the education 
^ . of 
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of a child of her own fex.-^To be fur^ 
I have fpcnt a great deal of money on 
Kittj^'s education ; I don't pretend to 
deny it, ^vti it muft haVd leflened the 
fortune heridther left h^r ; for you can- 
not fuppofe that I (ioxM (pare any thing 
out of my little income, which is fo very 
(trait that I can but- iiift make It d5 with: 
the ftrifteft eeconqmy : but the mx)ney 
h well laid out for dl that, as it will 
be fo much to her advanbge by and by.. 
Had Ihe been left entirely to his ma* 
nagement fhe would have known no- 
thing at all; for I have heatdhim 
fay a thoufand times that every body 
is brought up vaflly too high, and live 
beyond their fortunes ; fo that I fuppofe 
he would have only put her to fome 
pitiful little fchool while flie was a 
mere child, where they teach nothing 
but plain work, and then would have 
' B 5 cjcpefted 
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expeded me. to te^cb^ her to ifaiake pies 
and puddings, and fvVeetmeats, juft as >f 
ihe was defigned to be nothing but a 
lioufe-keepe^ : yet certainly^ though 
Ih^ ha$ pnly a fmall fortune, ivhcn ,ihe 
is properly acoompliihed, with her per- 
fon, for the girl is not unlike mty Ihe 
may provide for herfelf* I*have thrown 
her in. th^ way of juakingj-a great ac- 
quaintance by placing her at one of the 
genteelefl fchools in London, w^herc 
Ihe is placed upo;a a footing with the 
daughters of lords and dukes ; and fhe 
nay, » by making a friendftiip with the 
children of people of fafliion, rife to 
acpnfiderable rank in life herfelf, and 
then,,by the education I have given her, 
ihe will be fit company for any body* 
I declare I do not think there is any 
thing more fiiocking than to fee people 
iniiigh life ignorant and ill bred. Such 

people 



The Indiscreet CowwcTtoN. : ii 

people difgrace the ftations they are 
raifed to, and make theirjfelves quite 
ridiculous by their ignorance and folly. 
I muft lay down my pen : Mr. Grindall 
iscome«. 

h Continuation. 

I told him that I had been prevented 
£rQm anfwering his letter by perpetual 
engagements, but that I had juft been 
writing td a particular friend upon the 
lame fubjedt, and that I would read 
what I had wrote to him as it would 
ferve for a reply to bis letter. 

When I had done reading he faid 
that he was forry, to find our fenti- 
ments fo different, particularly on Mifs 
^.efter's account, as he was afraid that 
Cbc was more in a w^ay to mar^ that wa$ 
B 6 his. 



his odd old faihioned word^ than to make 
her fortune, being fatisfied that nothing 
could tend fo much to corrupt a young 
woman's morals, to injure her reputa- 
tion, and to deftroy her peace> as the 
giving her a tafte for living greatly 
above the ftyle of life ftie ought to 
expeft— *^ When a girl, continued he,, 
finds that Ihe is unable to fecurea hand- 
fome and honourable provifion for her- 
felf irt an exalted ftation, who can fay 
that (he will net be tempted, in confe- 
quence of her difappointment, to ac- 
cept of the mod dishonourable fettle* 
ment, rather than- give up allthe idle 
h^pes Ihe had entertained of making as 
Jplendid a figure as thofe ladies of qua- 
lity with whom flie was indifcreetly 
eonneAed ?; Nothing hinders a young 
woman fo much from fettling properly 
k the World,: as keeping company with 

r perfons^ 



The TNm$€MEl» Co^frECTiO!^. .r^ 

perfonsof a fiiperior rank : the finalleft 
'ftd^^antages cannot wife to her from 
fuch aflbciations ; they may prove ex- 
tremely detrimental to her." 

I prbtefl, my dear- Mi:s.:Saxby, I 
was fo tired of his funning on in^ 
this nonfenfical manner, that I endea- 
voured more than once to interrupt 
him ; but finding it impoffiblc to flop 
his tongue (tiev^r let the men talk of 
^our tongues, for I am fure old GrindialL 
would out talk a dozen of us) I ftaid 
till he had 4one>. and then, told him 
*ha«: I knew very well what I was about^ 
and thit Kfcty had made no acquaint- 
ance but what did her honour, •* I 
doubt not, added I^but riiac Kitty's ac- 
quaintance will be V€ry ferviceable to 
*cr, but if flic gets nothing by them, 
ier cornie-fition with* them, will be ad^* 

vantageous. 
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vantageous, as it will give her both 
the behaviour and charadter of a gen- 
tlewoman/' 

You cannot think what a difcourag^ 
inganfwerhe returned; but I did not 
chufe abfolutely to quarrel with him 
neither, and fo I dropped the difpute. 
1 am determined, however, to have my 
own way whether he likes it or not* 
Befides, what am I to do with foch a 
great girl always about me wherever I 
go* ? She is almoft feventeen : I try to? 
feake her pafs for thirteen, and tell' 
every body who queftions the truth of 
what I fay, that Ihe is only very tall of 
her age ; but Ibe grows. fo>monftroufly 
that there is no impolSng her upon the 
world any longer for a child. You 
know as well as myfelf, that I was mar- 
tied, very young, yetnobody will ber 

lieye 
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lieve.mewhen they fee my daughter 
€}iiite a womaa. 'Tis a provoking thing 
for us mothers to have our children thruft 
us out of the world before our time : 
I mean out of the enjpyments of lifie : 
for what is life without pleafure, and 
what can a woman enjoy when Ihe is 
no longer admired ? I will, therefore, 
keep Kitty at fchool as long as I can, 
let Mr. Grindall fay what he wilU 

In Continuation^ 

I have received a letter from Kitty : 
feeb^gs me to ^ve her leave to accej[)t 
an invitation Lady Charlotte Beaumont 
has niade her to fpend a month or two 
with her in Berkley -fqu are this winter^^ 
I^dy Charlotte was educated at Mrs. 

1> 's fchool, and is extremely fond. 

J0( Kitty :. I thinks therefore, that.I can- 
not 
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not do better. She Will be introduced 
into life in a very proper manner. The 
Countefs of — — is one of the moft 
elegant wortien in the world. They 
keep the beft company in town, and 
if Kitty has any management Ihe may 
make her fortune. I fliall, at leaft, 
quiet old Grindall by taking her from 
fchool: I am fure he has been teazing 
me about it thefe . five years. Lady 
Charlotte is two years older than Kitty 
and has been at home fome time : but 
Ihe has always kept up a friendfhip 
with Kitty, though (he could not pro- 
perly, invite her tO' ftay with her as 
fte viras at her aunt's Lady D^— — 's till 
the Earl and Countefs returned fromi 
Spa ; they went abroad with their 
fon Lord Beaumonb, and the honourable^ 
Edward Beaumont i they "have left 
my Lord at Paris for a litde while as 

' be 
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he met with fome particular friends 
there, but Mr, fcaumont is come back 
to England with them ; and fo I will 
get Kitty's things ready iind carry her to 
Lady Charlotte. If nothing more comes 
of it, I Ihall have fome plcafure in being 
able to fay thatmyvdaughtcr is at the 
Earl of Beaumont's, thatlhe is gohe t6 
the opera, and the play, and the Fan^ 
Uccini.vntli the Couniiefe. The fifisSng 
with fuch people, and be.ing upon fucl^ 
an intimate footing with them, Inakeft 
One of confeqiience, artd keeps the -t^ft of 
our acquaintance at a proper diftance^ 
there ianlore advantage In iJb'st tfen forno 
people imagine. I fhall be vaftly glad 
to fee you, my dear Mrs. Saxby, when^ 
ey^r you come to town, and am, 
ever afie^ionately, 
yoin^, 

C* Leste«. 

LET^ 
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LETTER III. 
From the sam£ to the same* 

I Have been very near having all my 
defigns for Kitty quite overfet : Til 
tell you how. 

I was obliged to have her' at home 
for a few days juft while I got her a 
new negligee made^ and a fuit of mig- 
nionet (nobody wejirs blond now, you 
know, but chambermaids) when I was 
thinking that I could not pretend to 
fupply her with every thing ihe would 
want out of wy purfe— Indeed I could 
have had the (ilk and laces made a bill 
of, and fent to Mr. Grindall, but then 
flie muft have pocket-money* Every 
.body of any faihion plays, and ihe 

may 
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may be wanted to make up a fet, and, 
therefore, muft have ti little card purfe ; 
fo I bade her write a line to her guar- 
dian, and afk him for fome money. 

He came and brought a young man 
with him, who, to befure had a gpod 
face, and was genteel, and he might 
have been agreeable enough for any 
thing I know, if he had been a little 
oaore lively, and ufed to company; 
but he fqemed to be a dull, ftupid crea-- 
ture, and one who had pev^r fepn the 
world.. He fat, and flared at Kitty, 
as if he had not feen a girl in his life 
before. 

For my part I faid nothing to him^ 
nor Ihe neither, for v e both wanted 
to have Mr. Grindall alone. 

When 



to bequEceoctot 



At lafl^ iriien lie liadi tired ies oat by 
ttxyiog widi os, be rofe up from bis 
dmtj to wlncb, one wotdd bxre 
diofig^Cy be bad been glaed, took up 
bis lutt^ sndy makiiig as % fiimnal bow, 
as if be was pradifiiig to be a dandng 
maAer^ took bk leave. 

' As fooa as he was gone, I began 
to tell Mr. Grindall that Kitty muft 
have feme money for cloaths and her 
pocket, as I had taken her from fchdol^ 
and as Ihe was going to fpend t^e 
winter at the Earl of Beaumont's, where 
ihe could not appear like nobody. 

«^ And 
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** And why at the Earl . of Beau- 
mont's ? replied the perverfe old man ; 
that is certainly a very improper place 
for your daughter*" 

*^ And why fo, cried I, why fo, Mr, 
Grindall? Why is not my daughter 
fit to appear there, or any where, when 
(he has things .proper for her? You 
know Lady Charlotte has long had 
a very particular f riendihip for her.'* 

■ . '•■ . . / r' • ". . 

. ;*^ Such frUndfhips^ anfvycred he, inter*. 

rupting me— I never kpew any female 
friendfliips come . to any thing in my 
life. It sis utterly .ijnpoffibfe^ Mr^. 
iffter^ for a friendibip .tQ|iubfift be- 
tween you«^ women i^ fo difFerent 
a ftyle <4 Ufe, as Lady Charlotte and 
Mifs Lefter- are ; it certainly can he 
w fto^i^ryice to the latter, if it does 
\'- her 
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her no harm : their connexions, their 
views muft be fo oppofite, that what 
is very fit for one of them, muft be 
quite unfuitable to the other. I am 
farprifed at your not feeing the impro- 
priety of fuch an intiinacy : your 
daughter can never be upon any equal- 
ity v^ith Lady Charlotte; flie muft 
indeed always appear a perfon infinilte- 
ly beneath her : Ihe muft be looked 
upon and treated accordingly. The 
treatment which Mifs Letter meets with 
may make her wiih that her birth 
had been equal to hbr noble friendV ; 
her'abfurd wifties may rendet her dif-^ 
contented, and prom|>t her to appear 
in a very rifliciilbus light, by attempt- 
ing to^ie with Lady Charlotte. "The 
defire of^ living above, our fituations 
is* the greateftofall follies, and pro^ 
du^iveof a thoufand evils, which ifaay 

be 
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be eafily conceived by people of any 
underftanding : and if Mifs Lefler has 
any ,fuch defire, you may eafily cor- 
redl it, by keeping her out of the road 
of temptation.'* 

Herehe flopped to take a little breath, 
and indeed I began to think he would 
never have done — I wonder how I 
have remembered all he faid : but it 
vexed me, and therefore, made- the 
]^eater'impreffionA;ipofn.me* . .^ '" 

I told him. that I was then, and had 

always been of a very different opinion 

fpomi him iiitobft' things, i efpecially 

jtboiit my daugbter. '"If Ihemakes an 

appearance fuitable to' the place Ihe 

is going to, faid I, and to the company 

Ihe will keep, I do not iloubt but that 

ihe will be treated like one of their 

own family.'* 

« Well 
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" Well, and fuppofe fhtjjbould be fo 
treat^dj replied he, interrupting m^ 
again, two confiderable inconveniencies 
rnuft immediately arife from her refi^* 
dence with her noble friend: ihe rauft 
fpend a great deal more money than 
ihe cari afford, in buying clbaths much 
too fine for h^r, and when <he once has 
fuch cloaths, flie may never like to 
appear plainly drefied, nor to keep^ 
what ^f may call, worfe company* 
You want, I foe, to make yjOur child un?^ 
happy for life, only to feed your own. 
pride by having ifi in jrour po^t^er 
to fay, my daughter b very intimate 
with my Liwrd $nd Lady fwh a.one« 
But come, Mrs* Lcfter^ - continued hfc, 
trefore I could put in a word^ let mc 
hope to find you moi« reai^nable ; let 
me perfuade you to keep your daughter 
at home ^idi you : when you receivfc 

^ , a»ti|!any 
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company, ifttroduce her to them ; en- 
courage her to betetve/modeffly and 
difcreetiy, and fiiC' will, -I doubt not, 
become the choice of fome fober, worthy 
young man, in her own rank in life, and 
make a good wife and good mothen** 

EHd you ever hear any thing lik6 
this ? But he was always oppofmg me 
in every thing. 

In anfwer to his long and ftopicJ 
fpeech, I told him, coolly, yet in a 
peremptory manner, that I ftiould ma- 
nage my daughter according to- my 
own judgement; adding, that I had 
views for her, very different^ from thofir 
which he had mentioned. 

Seeing him open his mouth again 

to fpeak, r cut him Ihort, by faying, 

Vol. R . C that 
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that Kitty and I were both engaged, 
and wiflied him a good morning ; and 
fo in ^ manner forced him away. 

However, when I came to oonfider 
on what I had done, I thought that 
I fliould rather have tried to get the 
money out of him firft. But I faw, 
indeed, it was impoffible to gain that 
point : I, therefore, lent her a few 
guineas for her pocket, which flie 
muft repay me when (he can. The 
bills^or her cloaths, I fliall order to 
him, and he may difcharge them or 
not, juft as he thinks proper ; this I 
know, I fliall never trouble my head 
about them. 

As foon as Kitty's things came home, 
I carried her tcT Lord Beaumont's, ihe 
was received by theCountefs and Lady^ 

Charlotte 
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Charlotte with great pleafure, and there 
I left hen 

1 am vaftly glad I have got the bet- 
ter of this peevilh old man, who was 
always pretending to give his opinion 
about what he could not poflibly un- 
derfland. I am, 

ray dear Saxby^ 
your's fincerely, 

C. Lester. 



LETTER IV, 
Mifs Lester to Mifs Camdek^ 

Berkley-Square* 

I SEIZE the firft opportunity, my 
dear Cecilia, to perform my promife, 
and with pleafure renew the cqrrefpon- 
dence, which we carried on from 
C 2 room 
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room to room, at Mrs, D — — 's. I found 
fubjeds enough, indeed, to write upon, 
when we were fliut up together in one 
houfe ; but how many more now prc- 
fcBt thcmfelves to me ? 

I am furrounded by every thing 
that is engaging and delightful : I 
am not, however, fo engroffed by com- 
pany, mufick, dancing, and public k 
i^iverfions,, as not to find time for read- 
ing and reflection. I was never, you 
know, my dear, reckoned fo giddy 
as you: but I aflure you, though 
you will fay I have chofen a ftrange 
place fo;: ferious meditation, that I 
really think more here, than I ufed to 

do at Mrs. D 's. I frequently 

fife filent, and inattentive to every 
thing about me, while all my com- 
panions w?e as gay wd as lively as 

they can poffibly be* 

Charlotte 
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Charlotte almoft quarrels with me, 
and all our male vifitofs, to a man, 
fay that I am in love. If I am in love, 
there is but one among them to whom 
I wilh to appear fo. Not that I really 
am in love ; but furely the perfon 
and manners of Mr. Beaumont would* 
fufficiently apologize for any fenfa- 
tions I could feel in hil^ favour^ 

You never faw him, I believe, as 
you left fchool before he vifked his 
fitter; I will, therefor^, endeav^jor to de- 
fcribe him. I do not think I am equal 
to the izJk I 1 feall> perhaps, throw- 
^way my pen, in a fret, ere I have 
half done— but I will endeavour to de- 
fcribe hito*. 

He is tall, and exceedingly genteel ; 

h^ has the fineft eyes' in the world, 

C \ fome- 
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fbmetimes they fparkle like brsHiants^ 
fometimes they are (b languiihing 
that they quite melt my heart: his 
hair and teeth are hardly to be equalled ; 
he has the Aveeteft mouth, when he 
fmiles, you ever beheld ; he fings, he 
plays^ he dances toperf(^ion ; he talks 
like an angel ; but then there is no 
minding a word he fays, that is, there, 
is no depending upon it ; he is 

FlcJtk as the wind, JliU changing^ 
Jftif every female ranging. 

and yet I cannot find that he is feri- 
oufly attached to any particular woman. 
I believe I have the honour to be as 
much diftinguiihed by him as any- 
body. How flattering is it, Cecilia, 
to be diftinguinied by fo amiable a 
man ? Yet when I confider that he 
{Deans nothing by it^ and that it is 

only. 
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only the intimacy his filler honours 
me with, which occafions his Angular 
behaviour to me, now and then^ I call 
myfelf athoufand fimpletons for giving 
way to a fatisfadtion which cannot be 
lading. A man of his rank and for- 
tune, a man fo admired, fo adored', 
I may fay, by the women, ihould 
not be thought of by me. Can I, how- 
ever, help feeing that he is handfome ? 
Can I help hearing him fay a thoufand 
agreeable things? Can Ifielp feeling ?—• 
Oh, Cecy! — he prefled my hand the 
other day, and his prefTure went to 
my foolilh heart, which throbbed as if it 
would burft through my flays.. You 
will laugh at nxe, I fuppofe — ^When 
ycni.have feen and converfed with Beau- 
mont,, laugh atme if you can. . •' 

After all, I am only telling you this 
to divert you ; furely one may think a 
C 4 * man. 
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man amiablcj and yet not be m lovo 
with him. 

In C$ntinuatioM. 

I told you I was not in love— ^ow 
I am fure of it, I almoft believe, that 
I was quite millakea in Mr. Beaumont, 
and that he is neitlier handibme nor 
agreeable. 

' We had a little ball laft night : he 
danced with Mifs Myers, a beauty juft 
come from Ireland; fhe is, in my 
opinion, a great, tall, awkward thing, 
with black hair, a prodigious red co- 
lour, and high cheel^ bones ; yet had 
yQU heard the number af fine fpeeches 
he addrefled to her-^bittihe isrsckonod 
very handfome. 

I fat 
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I fat the whole evening trying to 
find out her handfomenefs ; Mr. Beau- 
mont came up to me, and aikcd me, 
what made me fo melancholy. 

I complained of my head, as I ra- 
ther chofe to have him think me ihdif- 
pofed, than chagrined; though I felt 
my face in a glow, while he tapped 
my cheek, and called me poor thing ; 
and a figh efcaped me^ which I fliould 
have endeavoured to fupprefs, had I 
been aware of it* — No matter — let it 
go — I fliall think no more of itr 

We are going to night to fee Barry 
in Antony. — I will not write again, if 
you do nor anfwer this foon, and open 
your heart freely^ in return, to 

your affedtionate, 

C. Lester. 
C 5 LET. 
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LETTER the V. 

The Hon. Edward Beaumont to 
Charles Foley Efq; 

I HAVE dedicated fo many hours to 
half a fcore of uncles, aunts and 
coufins, &c, &c. fince my return to 
England, that I have had very little 
leiftire to reply xoyour letters. 

I am now in Berkley Square, at the 
defire of my mother, and I am a good 
deal amdfed with a young and not dif^ 
agreeable girl, one of my lifter's fchool- 
fellows, whom Ihe has invited tp 
flay three or four months with her. 

Kitty Lefter,. for that is her name, 
is al)0Ut feventeen; ihe is delicately 

formed. 
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formed^ and muft be allowed, I think^ . 
by moft people, to be extremely young 
and tender. She, has a. fine complexion, 
plealing features, and goodhain. In 
ffiort, take her all together, flie is a 
very pretty girl : fo much for hcrperfon. 
As to her mind one would be apt to 
imagine that llie was entirely compofed 
oi fentimenty fenjibility and delicacy. She 
fighs, Ihe blufties, and Ihe trembles, 
whenever you approach her, as if Ihe 
felt more than half the fex put toge- 
ther. I fancy, Charles, that the girl: 
has naturally we&k nerves. 

By converfing pretty much with the 
grown mifles at the boarding- fchool, and 
ftudying the characSlers of the heroines 
in the modern novels,, fhe hasweakened 
hcr-mind to fuch a de-grep, that fheftarts. 
aiid trembles at= every thing flie fees, 
C 6 hears 
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hears and touches ; and yet, not with- 
ftanding thefe foibles, which are rather 
acquired by education, than conftitu* 
tional, the girl is very agreeable ; but 
when fhall we meet in this very refin- 
ed age an un-adulterated female ? H^d 
Kitty been under my management, a 
few years ago, I would have made 
a fine girl of her ; ftie is now paft im- 
provement ; that is, ihei knows fo much 
^f what will never be of any ufe to 
her, that (he will never be capable of 
learning what will be of real fervicc 
to her. 

The whole bufinefs of a woman, as 
foon as Ihe is of an age to be taken no- 
tice of, is to get herfelf fettled as advan- 
tageoufly as ftie can. ITo be married to 
a man who can procure her all the 
pleafures of life, is her firft aim ; if 

all 
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ill her matrimonialfcbemes arc defeated^ 
{he then thinks of a^handfome fett le- 
nient in another way. Kitty will, un-^ 
doubtedly, try hard for a huiband, and 
I imagine, from fome obfervationa 
which 1 have made on the young Lady's 
behaviour, that I am the man whom 
flie has marked but for that honour*^ 
Every pretty girl without . a ihilling, 
thinks her perfon and accomplilhments 
fufEcient ta attach a man to her for Hfe^ 
and make him give up every advantage 
he may meet with, in a connexion more 
agreeable to his family, and more fuit- 
able to his fortune. Many of our mo- 
dem mifles, who have nothing but their 
per fons^ to fecomimend them, ar^ often 
brought into dangerous fituatipns by 
reading naodern novels. A beautiful 
creature, either born to no fortune, or 
unjuftly deprived of it, is thrown pur- 

pofely. 
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pofely, or throws berfelf^ into the way 
of ari earl, lord, or baronet at leaftj 
ihe ftrikes him with her charms, and 
fo repells him. with her virtue, that life 
is not life without her ; and fo the poof 
devil is drawn in by his violent paffion 
for her, and her impregnable, chaftity,. 
to marry her, though Ihe may have 
been originally defcended from the 
lowed parents in the kingdom. His re-r 
iations and friends are of courfe exceed-r 
ingly difgufted,, at firft, but the new. 
made lady, by the fxveetnefs.qf hen man-r 
nerSy and the propriety of her carriage^ 
Coon reconciles them to what cannot be, 
undone, and the huftandis made the. 
bappieft of men.. Now as many of 
our modern romances are manufactured 
with fuch materials as thefe, axe. we to 
wonder, to find that the filly girls who 
read them,. have their heads filled with 

ridiculous 
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ridiculous expedations ? There are few 
females indeed, however ugly, ill 
made, or more ill bred, who do not ima- 
gine that they have attraftions fuffi- 
cient to make the ftate of their finances 
overlooked, and to captivate men in 
the firft claffes of life. In confequencc 
of the hopes with which they are in- 
Ipired, by the romances which they per 
rufe, they ftudy only to. qualify them? 
felves. for thofe fituations in. which they 
wifli to appear ; not in the leaft dpubtt 
ing but that their extraordinary accom- 
plilhments will procure, them extraor- 
dinary alliances. By chattering French, 
tranflating Italian,, tinkling upon a 
guitar, and languilhing ia an allemande, 
they feem to look upon themfelves as 
extremely well qualified to figure-in the 
mod brilliant fphere. Such accomplilh- 
metits as thefe are properly enough at- 
tended 
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tended to by girls defigned merely for 
our temporary pleafures ; butjcertaiaiy^ 
when a man, after his boyifli days are 
over, thinks ferioufly about marrying, 
and fitting down upon a regular plan, 
Jie would chufe a woman formed in a 
different mould. With a wife of the 
ftamp above-mentioned, he can only 
expe<9: to fee ier driving him to a di- 
vorce, and to hear of his daughter 
driving with fome fcoundrel to Scot- 
land. 

Thefe are my fentiraents about our 
modern females in general ; and while 
1 entertain them, Mifs Kitty will have 
no reafon to fuppofe that I ihall fall in 
with her pretty dcfign. 1 may, perhaps, 
indeed fall in love with her perfon, but 
my mother would, unqueftionably, be 
half ready to murder me fer marrying 
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fuch a girl: flie would alfo be violently 
enraged at my making her what ihe is 
, only fit for, ' a miftreft— Why then, 
in the nanie of fortune, does ihe throw 
her jn my way ? The girl and J have 
both of us eyes, and we have feeling ; 
if, dierefore, weihould happen to do 
what fife iQay^ happen to call mifchief^ 
flie nluft be anfwerable for the confer 
quences. 

Charlotte is, I fuppofe, not very un- 
like Kitty in her difpoGtion, or ihe 
would not be fo fond of her : though, 
by what I h^ve obferved, ihe has more 
fenfe and fpirit ; and ihe may poffibly 
have invited her friend, as ihe calls her, in 
order to be zfool. 

I have no great opinion of your fe- 
male, friendihijps, Charles ; I would 

undqr- 
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undertake to break half the deareft In*- 
timacies in town, were I inclined to 
give myfelf the trouble of introducing 
myfelf to the acquaintance c^ tbifitfeet 
creatures. 

And now, as I have informed you of 
my real fentiments concerning the wo- 
men, you will not be fo ready, I dare 
fay, to think that I am in love with 
any of thcm» when you, do not fee me> 
or he^r from me,juftwhen you expeft 
my vifits or my letters 

In return to my franknefs, you will, 
I hope, be as explicit with regard to 
your fentiments, a free communication 
of which, will ever be moft agreeable 
to, 

your'i, fincerely, 

E.. Braumont;. 
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LETTER VI. 
.Mi& Camdbn to Mifs Lister. 

YOUR letter, indeed, has been a 
long while coming to me, and 
no wonder, as your whole heart and 
head have been cngrofled by this one 
man ; this Beaumont, I think you cair 
him. I will fuppofe he is the Adonis 
you wifli me to believe him ; but, as 
he has difcovered a greater inclination 
for Mifs Myers than for you, my dear, 
you would do well, in my opinion, to 
think no more of him : turn your at- 
tention to fomething more amufing. In* 
deed, Kitty, I am afraid that you will 
get into a melancholy way : you were 
always a tender child, full of affections 
and fancies for you did not know what. 

How 
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How many times have I laughed at 
you, and told you, when you were 
jealous of my preferring fomc of our 
young friends to you, that you were 
miftaken^ and that, while you were 
good and agreeable, I (hould always 
Yikt you beft.~Indeed, Kitty, I have 
no notion of thefe violent propenfirics, 
nor of fuch fudden changes as you fecm 
to apprehend. If I like people, trifles 
will notfet me againft them, while they 
behave well ; but I am neither fo eager 
nor fo warm in my love or my friend- 
ihip as you are. As to the former, I 
have hitherto been only fenfible of filial 
and fifterly love, nor would I wilh to 
feel more afFeftion for any body than I 
felt for my poor mother, whofe long 
and painful illnefs prevented me from 
defiring her life> though I muft ever 
regret her lofs. It was her death alone 

whiclx 
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whicb occafioned my going to Mrs. 
D — -^'s ; my father, thinking, me too 
young to fuperintend his family, and 
not chufing to leave me to the manage- 
ment of fetvants, while he was from 
home, placed me, you know, for one 
year only, at the fchool at which you 
had already been feven years. Had 
you lived more in the world, and'feen 
a greater variety of meni, under the 
care of fenfible relations, you would 
not have found yourfelf lb eafily ftruck 
with a particular man, who, however 
agreeable he may be, is not, I hope, 
the only agreeable man in the world : 
if he is, what will become of me ? I 
ftiaJl not like to take up with a lover 
lefs pleafing than this Beaumont. — 
But I fancy I fliall not be fo eafily fa- 
tisfied as you are ; I find myfelf rather 
nice ; and I believe it is beft to be 

diffi. 
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difficult— 1 (hall, by being fo, keep my 
heart guarded againft any fudden at- 
tack from thoie tender paffions which 
more frequently difturb us, than give 
that pleafure which we are naturally 
led to expert, from an attachment to 
an amiable objed of the other fex. 

I have never made a refolution not 
to be in love, but, I hope, I fhall fet- 
tle my afFeSions, whenever I am in 
love, upon a man every wray deferving 
of my cfteem ; I hope, too, I (hall al- 
^vays adt under the guidance of rea- 
.^^3 in the moft trying fituations. 

V 

have never encouraged thofe ro- 
pe ^^^^ *^^^^ ^^ felicity which fome 
eo^^'^ entertain. . I Ihall be very well 
li^p^^^e^ with a moderate Iharc of 
^^^^fs: I neither defire, qor de- 

fervc 
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ferve to be extravagantly happy: if 
1 zoas fo, I Aould be apprehenfive of 
a fudden, and very mortifying change 
in my feelings. 

I was talking in this- manner, a few 
days ago, to one of my agreeable fellows. 
In return, he fwore vehemently, that 
my underftanding wasi fo clear, fo 
ftrong, he was really puzzled to de- 
termine • whether the fuperiority lay 
on the fide of my beauty, or my fenfe. ' 

This was a tolerable fpeech now, 
but do you think I believed it ? Not 
a (ingle fyllable of it : I rather looke^ 
upon it as proceeding from an attempt 
to recommend himfelf, than from any 
real difcovery he had made in my fa- " 
vpur. I told him fo.— He had grace 
enough to look difconcerted. He could 

not. 
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not, however, help making another 
effort to fliine, though in more ra- 
tional language ; yet all his flattering 
fpeeches had no cfkA upon me. When 
a man is fincerely in love, Kitty, he is 
not capable of talking fo much about it. 

Pray let me know every particular 
about your pretty fellow. I fliall be 
exceedingly entertained with your ac- 
counts of him ; and they may be of 
fervice to me. I certainly behold 
things in a different light from you, 
at prefent; and I may, perhaps, fee 
fomething which has efcaped your no- 
tice, or rather fomething which you 
are not willing to difcern. And fo I 
wilh you a good night, 

ever remaining 
your's, affeaionately, 
Cecilia Camden. 
LET- 



LETTER VIL 
Mifs Lester to Mii(s Camj>^n# 

I Read your letter, and the raillery it 
contained, Cecilia, without being 
in the lead prompted to fmile ^t it. I 
am afraid, indeed, that I am'paft fmil- 
ing at any thing which you can fay upon 
this fubjeft. 

Tou may laugh, as your heart is at 
eafe, but mine is in a very different 
ftate ; in a Hate which I cannot ds- 
fcribe. 

We had a dance the other evening, 
among ourfelves, that is among a few 
of Charlotte's intimate friends, and Mr. 
Beaumont's. That there might be no 

Vol. I. D difputes. 
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difputes, we purpofcd to draw faiis for 
partners. 

Mf. Beaumont drew mine^ feemingly, 
by chance, but, I believe, he drew it on 
purpofe, becaufe he knows it very well, 
having had it in his hand the greateft 
part of the day before. It was the fan 
which I painted myfelf, and, as we had 
been talking of coloured drawings. 
Lady Charlotte defired me to fliew it 
to her brother, as a fi)ecimen of my in- 
genuity. 

He took it, looked at //, and at me, 
for fome time, and then faid, *^ that it 
exceeded his. expectation, adding, there 
were very few faults in it." 

I told him, that. I Ihould believe his 
encomiums to be fincere, if he would 

take 
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take the trouble to pdiat out what was 
amifs. 

^^tfliall fpQilyadcfah riBBn^&tdhc>-* 
Wdll^but if I do, continued he, I Will 
^v« you another/' , 

I fek-iny face gli>^, I. do nfot know 
If hy, bwt I thought I ihoUld be bet- 
ter pleifed with his cenfurca than With 
the commendations of any othier pcffbrt 
in the world: and that I fhould receive 
more plekfure, from a fan/ prefented ta 
me by him, than from a hundred of my 
oWn painting 

He accordingly took it. *way* He 
kept it all day, and brought it back to 
mt in the ^Y4n|«^ withit fjsw ii^tonr 
tipns, which he iiad made in Indian ii^ky 
wbieh happming t» f 4II w]|«r^ tjnasolg^ti 
D 2 Was 
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was ftrbngeft had a very happy ef- 
feft. 

• I was cxtcemdy pleaied^ and expref- 
iedfo much fatisfadion at the trouble 
which he had taken 'to improve me, 
that he told me he was glad I had not 
thought he had fpoilt my fan—** Biit 
whether I have fpoilt it or not; add^' 
he, 1 will give you another."— It was 
this v«ry fan which I brought down to 
put among the reft, and which he cer- 
tainly recc41e£ted« 

As foon as he had taken it, he gave it 
a great flirt, which aAually tore it from 
top to bottom. 



itf' 



^ There, Kitty> cried he, pxitting it 

into his pocket, now rw»/f keep my 

word with you and give, you another/* 

- But 
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' But give vti^that alfo, cried I, hold- 
ing out my hand for it, becaufe there arc 
your xorre&ionSj which I value more 
than all the drawings in the uni- 
verfe. ... 

I meant •only, that they would be 
of great' fenrice to me, but he miOook 
my meaning, and fatd, taking hold of 
both my hands, " Nay, Kitty, if you 
value it for the ftrokes oimy pencil I 
ought to efteem it for yours, and wll, 
ncit therefore, part with it." 

I coloured, I looked fijly^ I went to 
withdraw my hands, but he prefied 
tfaen^ andrwbuld not let them go : they 
were indeed fcarce out of his the whole 
evening, as we danced together. 

Hapraiftd my dancing alfo ; he told 

mi, that it was good for me, and that 

D 3 ir 
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it had given me a V4iy heooming co- 
lour. 



I am fure thofepteofaofhis approba* 
tion did not IdTen it. 

We all fell to rpnipii^ at h&, 
yet none of the men b^VedwidiTo 
much delicacy as Mr, Beamnont did^ 
jione of them had fo much f(rfme£i in 
their manner^^ aa be had. 

Turning jtte fonndf with umifiial 
quicknefsy he almoft inadvertently pul« 
]«d me down. 

Catching me knmec^teiy' ib his zrnAk 
he cried^ '^ My dear girl, I hope I have 
not hurt you/* 

** No« replied I, out of fareadu^ 
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He then preiTed me to his boibm, 
and Hole a klfs imobferved by the reft 
of the company ; but it put me into 
fuch a flutter of fpirits that I could not 
fpeak. 

He faw my ccmfuiion, and kindly 
led me to a feat^ that I might havetime 
to recover myfclf. Throwing his arm 
Doundme, and laying his hand upon 
my heart, he aiked me, what was the 
matter. He lopked at me fo earneftly, 
and with fo particular a foftnefs in his 
eyes, that I was abaihed, and hung my 
head down inftantly, telling him, that 
I was only out of breath. 

*^ Poor, tsender thing, faid be, ftiU 

preiling my hand ; but this is for. Want 

of exercife, Kitty : were you to rife 

in a morning, and walk more, you 

D 4 would 
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would not be Co Ibon tired at nighty an^ 
your exercife would fix that charming 
vermiUon in your countenance, which i 

makes you look fo handfome/' ' 

Tranfported with his praifes, I refolv*- 
cdto continue^o defer ve them. 

I roiie early in the morning, in ordev 
to walk in the little garden behind the { 

houfe. t 

Scarce had I taken a couple of turns 
when Mr. Beaumont ioined me. 

" So, Kitty, faid he, with an enchant- 
ing fmile, you are following wy advice: 
but here is no room for it : I am going 
to the Green-Park, come, put on your 

bat, and walk with me/* 

I Clarted 
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. I ftarted at this propofal : I did not 
like to refufe him, and yet 1 thought 
h was not fo well for me to go with him 
-alone. I thercfoi-e endeavoured to ex- 
cufe myfelf, by faying, that Lady Char- 
lotte would want me, and wonder where 
I was^ 

" She won*t be up thefe two hours,, 
replied he ; flie will be idle after her dan- 
cing : come, come, put on your hat, we 
fliall be back before fhe is awake/' 

I. ftill hefitated ; but he would not 
be denied : he made me go with him, 
putting my hand under his arm, as foon 
as we were out of the houfe. 

We had a moll .delightful walk. 

The morning was fo uncommonly 

fine, and Beaumont looked fo frelh, 

D 5 fo 
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(o handfomej and was {6 extremely 
entertaining, that — Bur, I know, I am 
very filly : I know I rtiull not reckon 
upon this— and yet, Cecy, I can ncVcr 
like any other man. 

^Vc walked, and talked, till I had 
almoft forgot where I was. 

At laft, recoUeding that if the fa- 
mily, on rifing, knew that I had been 
with Beaumont, they might not be 
pleafed, I hurried him fo much to go 
home, that he, at length, with a very 
ferious, and rather angry look, faid, 
** You are tired of ipe. already, Mift 
Letter ?" 

Oh, my dear, how thofe few Avords 
affeded me ! they went direftly to 

my 
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1117 heart. I was almoft ready to 
faint-^I fighed, but I could not fpeak. 

m 

Hefupported me to a bench. When 
I fat down, he made me reft my heacf 
on his bofom, while he aiked me again, 
though not in the kind manner in 
w^hich he had before . fpoken to me,* 
what was the matter ? 

I anfwered, " Nothing-'* 

^* That's not true, replied he, you 
would not be thus agitated for nothing, 
Mifs Lefter.'^ 

The formal word M/s quite finifhed 
my embarrafTment. I could not bear 
it, nor had I courage to complain of 
it. This fudden change overwhelmed 
me with grief, fearing, however to 
D 6 vent 
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vent my uneafinefs in words, I burft 
into tears* 

. My tears were fuccefsful, for they 
iKielted his heart in a moment. 

** What's the matter, Kitty, cried 
Be, again, in the tendereft accents, 
why do you weep ?" 
» 

No longer able to conceal fenfations, 
which quite overpowered me, I anfwer- 
ed^ " Becaufe you are angry." 

" Not in the leaft, my deareft girl, 
fald he, preffing my hand to his bofom, 
I was not angry : I was only forry 
to find you fo foon tired of me^ when 
I had hoped to have givep you fome 
pleafure. I y/^s vexed to fee myfelf 
miftaken.'* 

"And 
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" And why did you think yourfelf 
miftaken ? faid I, fighing, I have never 
been fo happy, as this morning, but 
yet, both, my Lady and Lady Charlotte 
will perhaps think I have done wrong." 

« Never mind what they think, 
replied he, as long as I think you have 
done right. If you love me, Kitty, 
you will be very indifferent about what 
/% think." 

Now it was all out : and you never 
faw, in your life, a poor girl in fuch 
confufion— I knew not how to hide 
mine, occaiioned by his difcovering,^ 
what I, in vain, endeavoured to conceal ; 
what I could not, with any decency, 
confefs. — I was in the mofl awkward 
fituation imaginable — I wa^ vmder a 
fort of neceffity, to declare that \ 

loved 
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loved him^ if I wHhed not to loie him 
for ever — How exceffive was my per- 
plexity! I coloured, I fighed, and I 
trembled, while he eameftly importuned 
me to open my heart to him, ta look 
upon him as an afFedionate friend, to 
whom my confeffions would render 
me a thoufand times more dear. In 
ihorr, Cecilia, he faid fb many kind 
things, that, captivated by the melody 
of his voice, and the tendernefs of his 
expreffions, and tremblingly terrified, 
wifh the apprehenfions of incenfing 
him agdnft me, I, at laft, owned, that 
my heart was filled with his dear image 
alone, and that I never bad loved> 
never could love another. 

After having received a thoufanc! 
endearments from him, which I was 
s^fhamcd to receive in fo publick a 

place. 
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place, I prevaiied on him to let me go 
home. 

As fbon as I came in, and began 
to refleft by myfelf, on wh^t had paf- 
fed, I thought' I had afted very in- 
difcreetly. I am very much afraid^ 
that, though Lady Charlotte has long 
treated me as her particular friend, 
my Lord and Lady may not think 
me a proper match for their fon. 
Should their oppofition make a change 
in him, and fet him againft me — Good 
G — d, what .will become of me ?— I 
find I love Mr. Beaumont to a violent 
-degree ; I believe be is no lefs fond of 
me at prefent, but where this will end — 
my heart is diftra<n:ed with doubtij— • 
Pity ( . 

your affe^idnate, 

C. Lestek. 
P. S. 
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P* S, Pray let mc have your fenti- 
ments upon what I have written, and 
keep my fecret locked up in your faith- 
ful bofom. 



LETT E R YIIL 

•The Hon. EdwaSd Beaumont tQ 
Charles Foley, Efq; 

MY dcftiny would have it fo, and 
there is no contending with our 
fate, you know, Charles, 

I told you, in my laft, diat I was 
afraid this little girl, who is a* fort of 
jcompanipn to my fifter> would tempt 
me in a manner not to be refifted. 
^Tiseven fo, Kitty Letter reigns, for 
the prefent,. the unrivalled miftrefs of 

my 
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my heart. I fay, for the prefent, be- 
Caufe though I certainly love this lit* 
tie gipfey juft noWf I will not tell you, 
how long my paffioh may laft. I will, 
however, tell you, and you may de- 
pend upon my veracity, that I. never 
fliould have felt any fenfation ftrong 
enough to excite a pailion^ had not 
the pretty, tender fool been half dying 
for me. There is lomething (b touch<<» 
ing, fo enticing, I may fay, in a wo- 
man's love (or hct prete^deJ ^y^f for 
very often it is nothing more) efpe- 
cially when the man has a favourite 
point in view, that there is no refinance 
to be made. But I really belieye that 
this girl idolizes me — ihe difcovers 
fucfa it' iking marks of a genuine paf- 
fion, that I think I cannot be deceived ; 
this I am fure of, I will be on the win- 
ning fide: I will tak^i care not to be 

duped : 
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duped : if (he will love me, (he IhaU 
love me for myfclf alone. I am not 
mad enough, were I difpofed to marry, 
to fet up a girl whom nobody knows j 
*» girl who brings nothing to fill up 
the dull hours which fatiety ever 
brings. No, if I tnttfi take a wife, 
I will have a wonmn of birth, beauty, 
and fortune, who may do credit to 
ihy choice, at leaft ; but though fuch 
a woman muft be cbofen for my ferious 
hours, I may l!ke Kitty t6 toy with, 
when I am in an unbending humour j 
and, if the little huffey aftually loves 
me with a difintereftcd tendemefs, Ihc 
may be the favourite for life. She is 
pretty, as I have already told you, and 
there is fomething very bewitching, 
very infimiating in her attachment 
to me : and if her paffion Ihould not 
be fo pure i$ I wilb it, if I can bring 

her 
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Jber to my terms, without much tnm- 
Mr, it will do veiy well : and if flic 
ihould 'fland out a little, at fiift; land 
make afufs about her virtue, why, pei^ 
haps, I may like her the better, and 
the longer. All I apprehend at pNh 
fenc, fs, tteit my mother and fift^ may 
be trcfublefome, if they difcover any 
thing to render them fufplciout*-They 
are not: over rigid, indeed, but they 
hsLV^ very iitgh- notiona of honour in 
Hmr wyi and, Z^p^cA^ 1 fliall be 
finely documented if I am found out^ 
and there is fixne danger of a dei^^^, 
white Kit^ continues with theoH }f 
ihe goes away, I ihall not be able ft> 
fee hit fo . frequently ; peribfips, ndt 
at alV unle£9 i(he will conient to b^- 
cppy apartments provided foe her by 
me-^l fzncyy I -Ihall not eafily bring 
iier toitak^ fuch a flep. However if 

ftie 
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fkt really loves me^ ihe wHl not fed 
herielf capable of a perpetual re{iilance:i 
but I am not yjct certain, with regard 
to the fincerity of her attachment to 
.me, Thefe girls are often fo artful, 
.^nd impofe Upon us; in fo many ihapes, 
in order to fettle themfdves, aa they 
call it, that a niani hardly can be ever 
fufficiently upon his guard againft 
thj?m. They never fcruple to lye, to 
cheat, to deceive us,, like devils, to- 
•giain theiJ: point, -^Oi\f the other hand, 
if we only make u&of jl little flat^ 
tery and nonfenfe, to carry our db* 
.fignjs into execution, what a buftle and 
noife ar^ made for nothing— we are 
rthpn rogues and villaini: and praji^ 
.what appellation* does th€ wxjman de- 
ferve, who pretends to be excefEvely 
in love with a man, merely to get pot 
feflion of his fortune, and to increafe 

her 
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her confequence by an alliance with his 
fkitlily ? Does Ihe not merit a . more 
fevere appellation than the man, who, 
being really charmed with a woman's 
perfon, not only wilhes to be poflefled 
of it, but is willing, at the fame time, 
to reward her by a handfome provifion, 
without which IKe niufl:,probably , work 
hard for her living ? All impartial 
people, ^^iil, I think, give their opinions 
againft the former : I am fure I fhall 
ever give mine, in Favour of the latter ; • 
and I hope to perfuade Kitty to think 
ais I do. — Poffibly, I may find it dif- 
cult to eradicate the prejudices in which 
Ihe has been educated : the prejudices 
of education are generally very ftub- 
born' things, and not ahvays to be re- 
riiovea, by the moft vigorous efforts 
ofrealbd. 

You 
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You have not anfwered feveral of my 
letters : what arc you about ? A letter 
from you at this time will be particu- 
larly agreeable to,, 

your very iinCcre friend, 

£. BbaumoHt. 



LETTER IX. 

Mr. Foley to Mr. Beaumont. 

YOU afk me what I am about ? In 
reply I rauft.tell you that I am 
fpending my time in a manner very 
difFerent from yours. I flatter myfelf 
that my time is better employed than, 
yours is^ but I may be miftaken : cer- 
tainly, however, I am not endeavouring 
to feduce a girl from the duty which 

fhc 



Jh iNoiseasET Cohnectiok. 71 

flie owes herfelf, and her family, nor. 
trying to remove prejudices unfavour- 
able tx) my defigns. I adore my favou- 
rite, for her inflexible adherence to hers. 
After this declaration, you will not 
wonder at our differing in fome other 
points. 

I really do not tliink you have ftated 
the cafe fairly, with regard to the com- 
merce between the two fexes. That 
tliere are too many girls, who wifh 
to m^ke their fortunes, and to raife 
themfelves in the world, at the expence 
of the peace of their lovers, I am very 
ready to allow ; but you fliall not makp 
me believe that there are no difintereft- , 
ed women, bcc^uft many have proved 
themfelves to be aduated by mercenary 
motives. May not even fhofe women, 
whofe firft views were, perhaps, to be 

advanta- 
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advantageoufly fettled, make exceeding 
good wives, efpecially when the men 
to whom they are married, are noi dif- 
agrecable to them ? And is it not bet- 
ter to marry fuch a woman, and to take 
one's chance for her lincerity, than to 
lure an innocent girl, by flattery, and 
hypocrify, from a life of tranquility and 
virtue, to plunge her into a (late of in- 
famy and diftrefs? You may laugh at the 
folemnities by- which two people are ho- 
nourably united, but believe me, Beau- 
mont, they are quite neceflfary to fccure 
the legitimacy of inheritance ; and 
though you may alledge, that many of 
our modern wives difcover by their fla- 
gitious CO idu(ft, that no ties can keep a 
woman within the bounds of virtue, 
•who is of a licentious diipofitbn, yet, 
I will venture to affirm, that a great 
number of women, are fufficiently affed- 

ed 



J 
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ed by the folemnity of the marriage- 
ceremony to be faithful to their huf- 
bands. If you enquire into the lives 
©f moft of thofe females who have broken 
their matrimonial engagements you will 
feldom, if ever, find them triie to any 
other ; thinking, very probably, that 
when they have overleaped the bounds 
of decency, the good opinion of the 
world is never to be recovered : fome, 
indeed, boldly bid defiance to the world, 
and, having once tailed variety, admit 
one lover after another, without feeling 
any checks of any kind. ' -.' 

Pray refleft ferioully before you pro- 
ceed any farther with regard to Kitty.. 
Though you are not determined againft 
a marriage with a woman of equal rank 
and fortune, you f^em thoroughly. 

Vol. I. E . refoived. 
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refohred not to make Kitty your wife : 
hxxtf fuppofing this poor girl really loves 
you, and you write as if you think flie 
does^ what a diabolical return are yoit 
inaking to her tenderneis, her honour 
and her peiace^ by not only robbing her 
df the richeft jewch in her poileflion, 
but by rendering her^ at the fame ticne^ 
contemptible in the eyes of people of 
charaifler ! Coiner, alfo^ what an irw 
jury you will do the lady whom you 
marry with equal advantages of birth 
and fortune : if fhe loves you, how cru- 
elly will flie be deceived, how grieved 
will (he be to find you^ in fpite of your 
ibtemn vows of confbncy to her, at- 
tached to another woman, who has 
Bone of the advantages you reap from 
her aliiance, and who is alfodeftitute 
Qf virtue, the moil ddirable of all qua* 
Ufications* 

And 



And now let me aft: you whether the 
/educer or the fiduced is moftly tb be 
condemned ? Partial as yo« are to yew 
own pkafure^ you muft, if you pay any 
regard to honefty and fincerity, confefs 
yourfelf much worfe than this poor girl, 
who, either ftimulated by loive, which 
calls for the tendered gratitude, or with 
a laudable deiire to raife herfelf in the 
world by iharing the fortune and napie 
of the man who is ncceffary to her hap- 
pinefs, deferves not the treatment 
which you apparently think.her due. 

JSo much (or your affairs. Astomy own, 
I believe I have met with the very wo- 
man whom you call an unadulterated fe^ 
male; but whether I feall ever prevail oa 
her to look upon me, in tbe light I wiih 
bet to view me, is another matter. 

E a I have 
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I have been introduced to her by her 
father, merely as a neighbour in the 
country, and have had the fatisfaAidn 
to be received with that eafy, yet polite 
familiarity, which fliewed that Ihe had 
not the flighted defign upon my heart ; 
not being, therefore, on my guard againft 
the namberlefs attractions which (he 
without premeditation difcovered, I 
find myfelf totally unable to appear 
before her advantageoufly — When I 
moilwiih to exhibit myfelf as a man of 
fenfe,Ionly prove myfelf a downright 
fooU 

In confequence of this weaknefs, I 
have, more than once, encouraged her 
to laugh at me, and I leave you to de- 
termine whether a woman will ever 
love the naan whom ihe beholds in a 
jridiculous light. She is gentle, indeed, 

tender 
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tender and benevolent to every thing 
but me, and yet I cannot complain of 
her, for I know very well that I have 
talked nonfenfe to her, and if Ihe happens 
to have a better tafte, who can blame 
her ? Not I — on the contrary, I honour 
her for her behaviour — Hbvirever, a 
man who earneftly wilhes to recom- 
mend himfelf to an amiable woman, is 
fometimes, commonly indeed, incapa- 
ble of e3(;prefEng his feelings in the man^ 
ner he wilhes. I am fure I am in this 
ftate at prefent : I will, therefore, make 
no farther attempts till I feel myfelf in 
a more fuccefsful way. 

We fliall now fee who is the moft 
fortunate ; you, by availing yourfelf of 
every art to draw a. poor heedlcfs girl 
to her deftruftion, or I, by leaving 
every thing to chance, from an inability 
E 3 to 
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to pleafc ekhcr the lady or myfelf ; tak- 
ing care, liowever^ at the fftme time, 
to do nothing to naake her entertain 
an ill opinion of mc. The difoovery 
of my good qualities I truft to h^ 
own dicfernment ; if I have my. I will 
endeavour, in the firil place, to arm my* 
felf with patience, that I may wait for 
fomething decifive in my favour, Qn her. 
fidCf without repining, 

I fliall be extremely rejoiced to hear 
from you while I am in this trying j£iu(h^ 
tiott ; for I ihall, in all probability, have 
very little to write about, Tou wHJ 
certainly, in fome Ihape or other, be 
an entertaining<orre(\>onden4; to, 

your's 80cAonately, 

Ct Foley. 



LET- 
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LETTER X. 
Mrs. Lester to Mrs. Saxbt» 

WHAT a tormenting old man tbi§ 
Grindall is ! I thought when 
I had taken Kitty from fchool^ and 
procured her every thing neceflary ta 
make an appearance in the worlds I 
ilKiuld be at reft, and have a little time 
to my&If ; but I fee there is no fuch 
thing. Children, efpecially girls, are 
perpetual plagues^ 

Kitty had not been much above a 
fortnight at my I-^rd*B when ha: gMftft 
dian called, and a(ked m« if ihe was not 
come borne. 

I -.anfwered, ** No, I do not expn^ 
her yet j I may not perhaps fee her theft 
fwQ months,*^ 

E 4 « Ho^ ! 
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" How ! replied he, what is ihc gone 

to live there V* 

^^ No^ anfwered I| againi I wifli Qie 
was." 

" I am ferry you do, Madam, faid 
he, you cannot well wife ber to live in 
a worfe place. She- will be thrown in- 
to a (lyle of life very unfit for her :' but 
I have already delivered my opinion ful- 
ly ui>on this fubjeft ; I ihalJ, therefore^ 
only defire you to fend for her home, as 
I have received very eligible propofals 
of marriage for her from a worthy young 
man, and I feould be glad not only to 
have her immediately acquainted with 
them, but to have her fetched honie, that 
fee may be ready to receive his vi-. 

fits:" 

*' Perhaps,- 
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^^ Perhaps, faid I, this worthy young 
man, as you call him, may not be fo 
agreeable as you imagine he is. Kitty/ 
I know, will not bear the thoughts of 
being married to any man in bufinefs : 
I mean, any man who ftands behind a" 
counter; nor indeed, Ihould I myfelf 
chufe a fliopkeeper for her." 

' " G — d blefs my foul, Madam, cried 
the old man, interrupting me, in a vio-* 
lent paffion^ not -bear to be married to' 
a man of bufinefs ? why pray what was 
her father, my good old* friend Tom 
Letter, but a man of bufinefs ? he did 
not, 'tis true, keep a Ihop^ but he kept 
a coaUwharf, and that poflSbly nvgbt 
offend your overftrained delicacy." ' j 

'' Weil, Sir, replied I, and if h&did 

keep a coal-wharf, as you caliit^ he is 

E 5 dead 



dead no w^ and neither I nor my daughter 
deal in coals, or any ftich dirty com'^ 
jnodity.** 

** Better you bad dealt in them, Mrs* 
Lefter, faid he ; better you bad dealt in 
them ; you would hare had many more 
hundred pounds m your pocket than 
you have at prefent* Dirty commodity I 
dirty indeed ! one of the greateft noble- 
men in England deals in coals ; and 
MTcyau, who are nobody, above it ?'* 

'* Wei!, replied I^ if I am nohQdy^ I 
will mate tnyklffimebody by the gran* 
deur of my fentimcnts : I will let the 
world fee that lean raife myfelf by my 
elevated principllls." 

^* Elevated nonfenfe, cried he— » 
Pihaw 1-**yow btad is turned 3 but 

don't 



don't put yourfclf into'fuch a hurry ^ 
I am neither going to marry yotJf 
daughter to a Ihop-kceper, or a me- 
chanic^ though i think her in- no ihape 
above the one or the other ; in birtk 
or fortune I am fure ibe isnot; and 
if you have given her tx>o* poUihed aft" 
education for her coadition> that ift* 
yimr fault. 'Tis the bufetef^cf educa* 
fion, Mrs. Loflaer, to improve l^mind^ 
^nd firengthen tfaeunderilan<&ig : ele^ 
gant accompiiihnibents ore of no great 
iervice to people who are not in high 
life; they ferve to give them a taftc 
for what they wre not denned to en- 
Joy. The beft education, in my opi- 
nion, is that which renders young 
f eople contented widi their lot in life, 
and wludi excites them to endeavour, 
in the moft laudabfe manner, to be 
Hfeful to their fellow creatures^ as^ well 
E 4 as 
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as to tbemfelves. But to )et you fe^> 
Madam^ that I have not fuch very ' 
low defigns for your daughter, the 
young man in queftion has been bred 
a merchant r be had a prettj^ capital 
to begin with, and has fince, by his 
care and induftry, confiderably im- 
proved it ; he has a thoufand valuable 
qualities, and is * generoufly willing 
to marpy your daughter, though Ihe 
can bring him but a little money ; 
he likes her perfon, he likes the mo- 
defty off her appearance, and he hopes 
that Ihe will, by her attention to his 
domeftic affairs, and by being a flridt 
oeconomift, enable (iiem to fit down, 
liereafter, at their. eafe, and enjoy the 
comforts of life, at a time when they 
^^y not be able to toil for them.?' 

Thefe 
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Thefe were His very words, for I 
remember them as well as if I heard 
them this moment. I did not, you 
may imagine, approve of all he faid ; 
yet upon the whole, I thought the 
offer riot to be defpifed. Kitty may 
have a better one, and flie may have 
a worfe : it is uncertain how long 
ihe may wait before (he meets with 
any thing of this kind where Ihe is. 
Men, efpecially men in high life, are 
become fo mercenary, from their hayr 
ing^ fo much to do with their mone)^, 
that not one in ten can,- or thinks he 
can,' afford to marry a girl with little 
or nothing; and if ihe does not get 
married foon, I muft have hi^r at home; 
and to carry fuch a daughter iibouc 
with me any where, will, I am fure> 
make me appear twenty years older 
than I really am. Were it not for 

this 
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this great girl, I might fiill exped tcf 
receive addrefles myfelf ; but the toen 
are quite frightened at the thougfats^ 
of tiaking two women into a houfe 
iuftead of one, as girls, when onoe 
they are fo tall, think themfelves fit for 
any thing, and are apt to be monftroufly 
pert and faucy* I am fure if all Wo* 
men knew the many inconveniences 
which attend having fuch overgrown 
girls about them, they would wilh for 
boys, who are popped out of the way 
as ibon as they begin to grow trouble* 
fome ; but when once you have a 
daughter, there is no probability of 
getting rid of her at all ; for even whea 
<he is married, Ihe is known to be youf 
iJftughter ; and then (he has daughters 
of her own, which make you a grand^^ 
mother prefently: and pray what is 
^ grandmother good for? But what 

19 
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U all this to the purpofe ? I fay, I 
thought; it as wdl to liften to .this ofFef 
as not ; and fo I told him, that I would 
fetck Kitty home die next morning, 
tad told him alfo that he might bring 
Mr, Lawfon to drink tea. 

Gfindall feemed Satisfied with thi$^^ 
i went, a« I faid I would, to Lord 
Beaumont's, and told Kitty, who hap- 
pened to be alone, Lady Charlotte being 
gcrne out with my Lady to fee her aunt, 
who was not well, what iad pai&d^ 
between xxle and her guardSan. 

The girl coloured like fire, and 
iceme^ vaftly unwillii^ to quit the 
place Ihe wis in ; beggistg me^ at th^. 
fame time, not to oblige her 'to marry 
a man whom Ihe could not poffibly 
like* 

In 
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In vain did I tell lier, that (he did not 
know whether flie fliouldlike him or 
not till ihe.faw him. 

In anfwer to that, fhe faid, ihe had 
\ery ftrong reafons for defiring to flay 
where Ihe was ; adding, however, that 
ihe fliould be very forry to have them 
known. 

In fhort, I found by what ihe hinted^ 
though flie would not fpeak out, that 
ffie had hopes of marrying greatly 
above the perfon her guardian had 
propofed, and that my taking her home 
would fpoil all. This, you will lay, 
was fomething worth attending to> 
and I began to qucftion her. 



^* I cannot tell you any thing ycr, 
Madam, faid Ihe, I may be miftaken, ; 

perhaps^ i 
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perhaps, but if I am righf, I am lure 
that the leaft notice taken of the aifair 
would ruin all my hopes.'' 

I then promifed to let her ftay, and 
to be filent about the reftfon why ; but 
do you think that old fellow would let 
me reft, till he had got every thing out 
of me } As foon as he had gained his 
point, he made a horrible noife'about 
it, faying, that, the girl was in the 
way to be undone,- and that more girls 
had been deceived, by thefe expecta- 
tions, and brought upon the town, 
at laft, than by any other means^ ' In 
(hort, he told me, that if J did not fetch 
her home, and try to make her think 
more reafonably, and accept of" Mr. 
Lawfon, he would go himfelf to Lord 
Beaumont's, and lee the family know 
what he came about ; adding^ that he 

* did 
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did not doubt but they would be quite 
of his opinion^ and refufe to let her 
day with tbemi to greatly to herdif^ 
idvantage. 

I defired him not to go^ as I could 
not think of telling all our familj af« 
Uixxtf and expofing both us and him i 
^< For I ihould be aihamed, faid Ij to 
have them know that I am acquawted 
1V3th fudi a firaiigey low-bred man* 
I will go and fetch Kitty thai jroo may 
&e her« and talk with ber yourfetf^*^ 

Well, I went to her. She wared, 
Md begged and t^rayed ipe pot tQ 
think of marrying her to a man whoca 
fte did not like*-" I had better b^ 
dead a tboufand timeB> faid ihe/' 

In ihort^ ftc made a moft terrible? 
noife. However, when I toW her that 
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her guardian would come^ and lay 
every thing before the family, flie be- 
gan to grow more calm^ and iaid ibe 
would go home for a day, juft to fee 
Mr. Lawfon, on my promifing to let 
her return^ if ibe did not sq>proTe of 
htm, and to keep her guardian from 
being troublefome to my Lord's familyt 
who had behaved fo politely to her^ 
about i^^rafiatri. 

I went and told Mr. Grindall whaf 
flie faid — ^He did not feem tn the kaft 
fatisficd. « The girl wUl be ruined; 
anfwered he ; her head is quite turned. 
This^comes of your fine boarding-fcbool 
education-**! was afraid that it would 
be attended with very bad confer 
qucnces." 

Thus a^n I plagued between then* 
from morning to night. However, 

let 
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let what will happen, I muft not let 
the old fellow make a noke to Lord 
iand Lady Beaumont, and Lady Char- 
lotte: a fine return, indeed, for all 
their civiHties ! but thefe men of bu- 
finefs are fuch bears ! I am fadly afraid I 
(hall never make Kitty endure any of 
them. A merchant, to be fure, is vaftly 
genteeler than a tradefman ; yet, if Kit- 
ty can do better, why fliould I hinder 
her? Many a girl has raifed herfelf, 
&nd why Ihould' not Kitty ? She fkall 
have my leave to try, at Icaft. Befides-, 
I am quite tired with this provoking 
- wretch. They may fay what they will 
about old women, but I am fare an 
bM man is enough to drive any body 
mad. 

I am', 

my dear Mrs, Saxby, 
^ your affeftiona te friehd , 

C, LESTEtt, 

li:t- 
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LETTER XL 

Mifs Lester to Mifs Camden, 

OH, my dear Cecilia ! what dif- 
trefs have I been in, fihce I re- 
ceived yours. I was going to anfvVer 
It regularly, having' had an opportu- 
nity, when Lady Charlotte was gone 
to fee Lady Wilmot, her aunt; but 
my mother catne to fee me, and want- 
ed to hurry me away to receive the ad- 
drefles of a Mr. Lawfon, a young man^ 
recommended by Mr. Grindall, a mer- 
^ chant, I think ihe faid he. was; but 
do you imagine that I could give up 
my hopes of Mr. Beaumont, to become 
the wife of a man who lives in the 
city ? — Oh !— I could not bear the 
thoughts of fuch an alliance, I told 

ttiy 
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my mother over and over jagain, that 
I was fure IJhould not like Mr. Lawfon^ 
and that I never would marry a man 
whom I could not like ; but flie became 
pofitive about my going home with 
her : I was therefore obliged, at faft, 
to tell her, that I thought I might do 
a great deal better if ihe would permit 
me to ftay where I was, and take no 
notice. 

This touched her ; for my mother 
has pride as well as myfelf: fo I got 
rid of her at laft, and I imagined that 
all was over ; biit my guardian, not be- 
ing contented with what my mother 
told him, threatened to come and de- 
clare to the family his reafons for defi- 
ring to fetch me away. 
f 

I was frightened to death when I heard 
of his menaces ; I trembled left he 

Ihould 
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fliould either fufpcft, or, by mere ac- 
cident, hint the fmalleft furmife about 
Mr. Beaumont, To avoid, therefore, 
fuch a behaviour, which would not 
only, I feared, ruin me at once with 
Mr. Beaumont, but make me appear 
quite ridiculous to my Lord and the 
Ladies, I confented to come home to 
meet Mr. Grindall, and to fee the odious 
merchant, provided I was allowed to 
return. 

My mother agreed to my ftipulations, 
but I found Mr. Grindall extremely 
refradory, and not in the lead ready to 
oblige me.' 

I muft, however, in the firft place, 
tell you, Cecilia, what a horrid after- 
noon I fpent. Surely there can be no- 
thing fo difagreeable and indelicate in- 
deed. 



^6 Ibi Indiscreet Connection. 

deed, as the being fet out, like a beaft, 
for Ihew and fale. I looked as ugly 
and as out of humour as poffible.' 

The man, to do him juftice, behaved 
with more decency than I expeded : 
he is rather handfome, and rather well 
bred, yet I cannot lilce him. My 
heart, indeed, is immoveably attached 
to Beaumont : but were it not attached 
to hiiHy I Ihould not chufe to live in 
the city ; to live with this man any 
where. I determined, therefore, to give 
him no encouragement. I was coolly 
civil, and no more. I thought I fhould 
get rid of him by the coolnefs of my 
behaviour. 

After having made a pretty long vifit, 
and intreatcd my permiffion to wait on 
me again, he rofe, in order to take his 
leave. 

I then 



k 
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1 then thought it bettcf to ff>eak 4 

freely, and to crufh his hopes at once. 

I told him, that I was not come home 
to flay, being engaged to fpend a great 
deal of my time with a particulaf 
friend, at whofe houfe I could fiot re- 
ceive any ftranger, as there was always 
a great variety of yery agreeable coxii- 
pany. 

He looked difappointed and difcon- 
certed, and left me^ ^;vith a real or with 
an affeded figh. 

As foon as he was gone, Mr. Orindall, 
who ftaid behind, alked me, why I 
had behaved with fo much indifference 
to fo agreeable a young man, who was, 
he could affure me, very cajpable, an^ 
very defirous, of making me happy. 

Vol, L F I ire- 
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I replied, that I was certain I could 
not be happy with him, and therefore 
defired he would fay no more to me 
about him. , . . . 

Thefe words, which I deli veered with 
too much eagernefs^ provoked him. 

<« Pray, Mifs, faid he, peevifhly, are 
you fo certain that he can never make 
you happy ? You cannot poffibly know 
any thing concerning him at prefent, 
but what you fee ; and I think' that 
the moft prejudiced perfon muft own, 
he is both handfome and polite — He 
is not a libertine, perhaps, like a rifan 
of quality ; but the woman who pre- 
fers a man for his licentious proceed- 
ings, ought to blufh for the depravitj 
ofhcrtafte.*' 

Tou 



The Indischeet Connection. 59 

You cannot, tkink, my dear, how 
I felt on the delivery of this oblique 
accufation, for it was undoubtedly le- 
velled at mi ; I coloured like fcarlet — I 
would have given the world to have 
concealed my face, which too plainly 
difcovered what I moft wiflied to hide* 
However, I ha^i addrefs enough to im- 
pute my confufion entirely to the old 
man's unjuft foppofition, that I could 
prefer a man merely for his licexitiouf- 
nefs. With eyes, therefore, full of tears,, 
for I was before very low-fpirited, I 
told bi«n, that I ^id not know I had 
faid or done any thing to draw fuch 
injurious refledtions from him—" You 
may think as you -pleafe, Sir, contiaued 
I, but you will find me ever refolved 
not to marry a man whom I do not 
like, let him be ever fo worthy; at 
the fame time, I am determined not 
to marry a vicious man, knowingly. 
Fa if 
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if ever fo agreeable. And fince this 
young gentleman's vifit has occafioned 
a difference between us, I defire never 
to fee him again." 

** That is carrying things a great 
way indeed, Mifs, faid he ; but 'tis no 
wonder : the manner in which you 
have been brought up— — *' 

Here my naother interrupted him. 

*^ I don't fee, faid (he, what fault 
you can find with her education ; Ihe 
has had the beft I could afibrd to give 
her; aird as I have thrown her into 
tihe genteeleft conneAions, I have done 
;«ypart.-' . 

*^ Yes, anfwered Mr. Grindall, ha- 
ftily, jou hsivu done yow part, indeed. 

Madam ; 
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Madam ; you have, by placing your 
daughter among ladies infinitely above 
her^ giv^n her a relifh for a higher rank 
in life than flxe can pretend to: by 
foaring after what is quite out of her 
reach, flie will let flip every opportu* 
nity of fettling herfelf agreeably to 
her ftation — nay, flie perhaps may 
be tempted, in confequepce of having 
her great expeSiathns deftroyed, to ac* 
cept of offers, to which a woman 
more moderate in her defires would 
Bever have. been i^pduced to liftem" 

My mother was going to make 9^ 
very warm reply, which would only 
have prolonged the debate, and have 
made matters worfe ; I therefore inter- 
fered, with all poffible mildnefs. I dc* 
fited him to have patience with me, 
aiul give me time to confider of what 
E 3 had. 
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had been propofed: I dcfired him to 
let me go back to Lord Beaumont'^, 
as I fhould, by leaving the family 
abruptly, ycry highly affront Lady 
Charlotte, after Ihe had difcovered {o 
much friendlhip for me, and done me 
fo much honour. 

(While I was fpeaking, hiy mother 
went out of the room, and left us.) 

" Mifs Letter, replied he, the ho- 
nour and friendihip, on which you 
feem to fet fuch a value, will promote 
your undoing* It is hardly poiflible 
for people to contradt intimacies with 
their fuperiors, without feeling the 
greateft, inconveniences. I w-ill ven- 
ture any wager, that if you had never 
knowti Lady Charlotte, you would 
have been much happier than you are 
^t prefent.** 

I coloured 
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I coloured immediately at this afler- 
tion, as I thought of Mr. Beaumont ; 
but I had courage enough to fay, that 
I could not fee how the condefeenfion 
of Lady Charlotte, and the notice of 
her family,, could be any way prejur- 
dicial to me^ 

** I will tell you how, faid he : young 
people are too apt to imagine that 
grandeur and magnificence can alone 
procure happinefs, as their eyes are 
dazzled with Ihew and fplendor : but 
how groflly are they miftaken ! how 
often are they painfully convinced,, that 
the tumultuous hurry of high life is 
an enemy to that peace of mind which 
is the true foundation of felicity 1 the 
very agitation of the fpirits,, which 
people of falhion neceflarily feel by 
their diflipated manner of living, is 
F 4. attended 
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attended with more fatigue ttian fatis- 
fa£tion : they boaft, I know, of their 
joys, but thofc joys are feldom of a 
long continuance. Now, by aflbcia- 
ting with fuch people, you unavoid- 
ably acquire a tafte for their ftyle'of 
life ; a ftyle very proper for tbem^ but 
not to be thought of by you, in yo*r 
inferior ftation. — ^With your fortune 
you cannot expedt to be raifed to 
an exalted fphere ;- but by marrying a 
worthy induftrious young man, and 
fuch a man Mr. Lawfon is, you may 
improve your fortune, and be very 
*^PPy>if you pieafe. Mr. Lawfon has 

-o^SoTi^f^^^^f-^y^^'^^^^^^ 

allow ^ ^^* oeconomy, be able to 

' You can°^ *^^ reafonable indulgencies. 

njarriecl, ^^^^^ hope to be more greatly 

^'Om^n 'ij^/ ?*^^ o^ rank feldom marry 

^'^^or to tltem, unlefs they 

have 
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have •very large fortimes, . indeed ; and 
as fuch a marriage can only \k entered 
into with the moft interefted views,, 
no happinefs Can be rationally fuppofed 
to arife from it, I hope, my dear Mifs 
Letter, that your principles are too 
good to fuffer you to entertain the moft\ 
diftant thoughts of encouraging a. maa> 
to imagine that he may oifer you any 
diftionourable propofals. To conclude, 
ft$ you will aft imprudently to accuf- 
torn yourfelf to a way of. life for 
which you. are, totally unfit, you had i 
better make a handfome apology, at 
once, to Lady Charlotte, for leaving 
her; return home to your* mother, 
and confent to fee Mr* Lawfon, , if only 
as an acquaintance at firft; he will,, 
L dare an^er for him^ fo far improve - 
upon you, that you will be mor-e and 
E 5. more. 
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more pleafed every time you are in his 
company^** 

I heard Mr. Grindall with a patience, 
which' made him believe I was con- 
vinced of the truth of what he had 
been telling me : I liftened attentively, 
and every word made an impreffion 
tipon me, but it was a melancholy 
one, I fighed, and I was ready to- 
weep: I recoyered myfelf, however,. 
fufficiently to inform him, that I could 
not refolve upon any thing fo fuddenly ; 
and that I would go back to Lady 
CharlottCi as I could not bear to treaf* 
her with any kind of difrefpeft ; adding, 
that when I had fully confidefed of what 
had been faid,^ I would let him know. 
I concluded with entreating him to 
give me time.. 

He 
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He made -no anfwer ; he took his 
leave in filence. 



I had a much more eafy talk to 
perfuade my mother to confent to my 
immediate return to Lord Beaumont's, 
as flie was herlelf engaged that very 
evening to. a rout,, and had been out 
of humour v^ithMr. Grindali for keep- 
ing her at home fo long. 

When 1 told' her that it v^^as but juft 
eight o'clock, that by having been de- 
tained flxe. v^rould make her appearance 
at a more genteel hour, and that the 
coach could fet her down, and then car- ^ 
ry me to Arlington-Street ; flie was in, 
high fpirits, aad hurried on her gloves^. 
We went out diredtly. 

F6 When^ 
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When I got out of the coach the 
porter tokl me that the Countefs and 
Lady Charlotte were both abroad* 

While I was going up ibirs into the ' 
apartment which I call mine^ Mr. Beau- 
mont ran out of the parlour^ caught me* 
by the hand^ and conduded me to 

it. 

" So, Mifs Letter, faid he, where 
have you been all day ?" 

I looked, I believe, as I felt, de^ 
je&ed. 

Pulling me dicn quite ix> the €an-> 
dies, he viewed my face with, great ear- 
neftnefs. 

*^What*s the matter ? continued" 
ke — ^you have been cry ing,^" 

1 cou!^ 



1 could hold out no longer : I burft 
into' tears, glad to have an opportunity 
torelieve my full heart. 
* 

On his niaidng me fit dbwtx, and on^ 
his expreffing thegreateft concern at. 
my diftrefs, I told him all that had 
pafled between me,, Mr, Grindall,. and 
my mother- 

" And fo they want to marry you to- 
a man in the chy, faid he : poor child ! 
Well— don't cry, Kitty ; they cannot 
oblige you to have him againft your in-^ 
clination rr and if they fliould be very 
troublefome, 2 will take car* of you/'* 

I thanked him, but I was not fetis- 
fedwith hisprpmife; it did not aa- 
fever my expeditions ; I wiflied hini 
to be more explicit,, but though we 

were 
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were by ourfelves above two hours, and 
though 1 ftrove to conform to^ his ha* 
mour, 1 could not bring myfelf to be 
quite contented with his behaviour — 
And yet I could not endure the idea of | 

giving him up- Befides, I thought that ^ 

he never looked fo handfome ; there 
was, however, a carelefs freedom* in his 
manner, which though it was becoming 
did not pleafe me. 

Lady Charlotte afkcd me,. the next \ 

morning, what made me fo melancho- ' 

ly. 

1 was glad of an opportunity to in- 
form her, that I was afraid I ihould not 
only be obliged to leave her long before J 

the time Ihe had invited me to ftay with 1 

her was expired, but foon lofe the hap- 
pmei of her acquaintance, as I could 



not 



k 
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not expedt her to- come often to vifit mt 
in the city, 

'^ My dear Kitty, replied ihe, furely 
you are not going to live in. that clofc 
place ? you will never enjoy your health 
there^ I Ihould imagine- But how 
comes Mrs* Lefter to think of removing 
from her prefent fituation to one fo um^ 
wholfome ?"' 

I then told her that my mother wa» 
not going to live in the city, but that 
my guardian wanted ta many mp to a 
merchant there.. 

. " Lard ! well— to be-fure the: people 
arevaftly rich in the city ;. but>. I cani^ 
not tell how it is^ they are feldom very 
agreeable — ^Have you feen this man ? 
©o tell me, Kitty .^ A inan may hav« 

a handfome 
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ft handfome perfon let him live where 
he will." 

^^ He may be reckoned handfome, fiid : i 

I, by fome- people, but 1 cannot like 1 

him/' 

^'-Why there is certainly a great deal. 
in tafle, anfwered fhe ; and I wifh yout 
guardian would pitch upon fome other • 
man, whofe profeffion would permit him 
to live in this part of the town that we ' 

may keep you near us ; fome phyfician 
BOW, or couafellor, or what do you 
think of an officer ? Any of thefe rank 
as gentlemen; but men in. trade are 
generally lb uader-bred — Befides,. one 
does not know where to place them**' j 

Thus you fee, my dear, fetting afidt . 
my giving up all hnpes ot Beaumont, 

lihall. 
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1 fliall itegrade myfklf exceedingly^ — ^I 
muil not only give up the moft defirabk 
man in the worldj, but his fifler and all 
the family* If Lady Charlotte^ from 
her great friendfhip for me^ Ihould 
condefceod talook upon me fometimea, 
I find 1 %Sk\x& take ic as g confiderable 
favour— This is a galling reflefitioo— 
We have been brought up together mt 
the fame fchool from our infancy ; we 
have always lived together like fitters ; 
and muft I deprive myfelf of fuch an a- 
greeable connedtic^i for a man whom I 
diflike ?— I cannot think of it, 
« 

I teld Lady Cbar1i;tte, at laft, that 
I was determined, at all events to refute 
Mr. Lawfon. 

*' Why indeed, replied flie, if ycm 
feel no imrlination for him, and by 

your 
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your account you leem to feel rather an 
averfion to him, I would not advife you, 
by any means, to marry him. I know 
/ will never marry a man whom I do 
hot like — But indeed, my dear Kitty^ 
there is a great deal to be faid for you ; 
if this man is in a vtry large wa^, and 
ihould be vaftly fond of you, you may be 
very advantageoufly fettled with him."' 

, I made no reply to this fpeech of 
Lady Charlotte's, Cecilia, but it went 
to my heart — ^I did not think flie would 
have taken notice of the difference in our 
fituations in fuch mortifying terms ;» 
at leaft they feemed mortifying to me, 
as I was very low fpirited, I felt my- 
felf, indeed, humbled to the duftby her 
behaviour. There was fomething in her 
looks, in the tone of her voice, in her 
whole manner of fpeaking which paint- 
ed me extremely. She was, I thought, 

unlike: 
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unlike her former felf, and difcovered 
a fuperiority which I had not obferved 
before in her. 

I begin to think, Cecilia, that they 
who expofe themfclves to fuch unequal 
friendfhips muft expedt fuch changes in 
their haughty intimates. 

Lady Charlotte went out of the room 
foon afterwards, 

I then fat down, and thought that I 
fliould have Ihewn more prudence by 
cultivating a friendihip with one in my 
own humble fituation. Yet, at the 
fame time, a gleam of comfort Ihot 
acrofs my mind, when I confidered that 
I might poflibly hare it in my power, 
by and by, to mortify her pride. When 
Mr, Beaumont finds me hefitating about 

hi& 
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his promifes^ and Mr. Lawibn's offers, 
he maj chufe tD marry me rather than 
to, fee me united to another man^ and 
then Lady Charlotte may look upon 
me in a very different light. 

But I am, perhaps, all this while^ 
groflly deluding myfelf— •! have been 
fo much harrailed lately, indeed, that 
I hardly know what I fey — ^Do, my 
dear Cecilia, pity me, and tell me 
whether you imagine I am right or 
wrong: by fo doing you will very 
snucl^ oblige 

your affedionate, 

C. LE3TE».. 



LET- 
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LETTER XII. 

Mife Camdbn to Mifs Lester. 

YOU afk me, Kitty, whether you 
are right or wrong. I am forry 
tb fay that I muft anfwer zvrong. ' You 
are wrong in feverai refpefts ; you have, 
my dear, in my opinion, too little pride. 
You ftart at this, I dare fay, and will 
tell me that having been always taught 
humility, you fliould not imagine you 
could have too much. 

Indeed you are miftaken. You ktm 
not perfedly to comprehend the mean- 
ing of the word humility. You have 
let yourfelf down fo exceedingly to 
Mr. Beaumjont, to his fifter, and to all the 
family, thatyouifiuftnot be furprlze4 

at 
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at their exerting an improper fuperioriry 
over you. By fulTering Mr. Beaumont 
to take liberties with you, my dear, 
you will never gain your point ; as he 
plainly fees that you are now become 
fufEciently attached to him, to conde^^ 
fcend to liften to almoft any propofals 
rather than lofe him. By a more dif- 
tant, a more fpirited behaviour, you 
would (land a fairer chance to bring 
him to your own terms. A fairer 
chance, I fay, though I confefs I do 
not think he will ever be brought to 
marry a woman but for an addition of 
fortune and honour. Were he an ad- 
mirer of mine, I fhould take care to let 
him fee that wy pride was equal to his^ 
Believe me^ Kirty, there is no other way 
of dealing with men, efpecially with 
men grown wanton with rank and for- 
tvme, who imagine themfelves, in coa- 

fequence 
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fequence of their fituations, fuperior to 
all the world, though they cannot really 
derive any merit from advantages yhich 
might have fallen to the lot of others^ 
as well as to them. Were I to be vain, 
I would chufe to be vain of fome valua- 
ble qualities intrinfically my o^n; I 
would be vain of my beauty, my wit, 
my good-fenfe, or my good-humour ; 
never of my riches or* my titles. 

Were you the plaineft woman in the 
w-orld, and had you the worft temper 
imaginable, you would, indeed, if j)offef- 
• fed of an independent fortune, and born 
to a title, be followed by a great num- 
ber of fellows; but their addreffes, fure- 
ly^ wouW be no compliment to you, 
becaufe they would be paid to your 
purfe, and your pedigree, not to your 
perfon : and were you to marry a man,, 
who only addrefled you with the moll 

intereftep 
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interefted views, yjou woiald foon, in 
all probsibiUty, have realbni from the 
mortifying alteration in 1m behaviour, 
u> tepent of your alliance vcrith him. 
Be contented, therefore, my dear, with 
yourfclf and your perfonal advantages ; 
do every thing in your power to im- 
piove your underftanding, and arm 
yourfelf with fortitude againft thofe 
evils of which you <x>mplain ; evih 
which you might eafily have avoided. 
Had you ftaid at home with your mo- 
ther, and never difcovered an ambitious 
defire to enter into connections with 
people in a fphere of life lb very much 
above you, you would never have 
been expofed to the little flights which 
have given you fo much uneafinefs. 
You would never have known this 
Beaumont, ^^Hio, prefuming upon his 
avrh fuperiOrity, and your Inclination 

for 
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for htm, treats yoa wtth t ^ety unbe- 
coming fatnUiarity. Howsnr, tbough 
i cotiektim thU im]»t)pri€ty in your 
condudt^ do wt imagine that I, by 
any means, advife yon to accept of 
Mr. Lawfoti— there again yoo want 
a fufBcient Ihare of pride, to prevent 
your acceptance of a man whom you 
do not love. Does not a woman ihe\* 
the greateft' mcannefs, by marrying 
a man who is her averfion, merely 
for the fake of an increafe to her for- 
tune or her confe<}ii€nce ? Let both 
your lovers alone, Kitty ; neither of 
them is the right man. Of the two, 
indeed, I declare for Lawfon. The 
infolence of Beaumont is not to be en- 
dured : were you to be married to him, 
you would find his family equally infup- 
portable. I do norknpw whether a ma» 
of fafliion's miftrefs^ is not a more eligi- 
VoL.L G ble 
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ble fituation — putting virtue out of 
the queftion — than his wife. I am 
very fure that the woman who has a 
juft idea of happinefs, would not wife 
to be honourably, or diihonourably, 
connected with fuch a man» 
* , ■ 
I have wrote fo much about you 
and your af&irs^ that I have not left 
room for a word concerning my own. 
I caDj indeed, only aflure you^ that 

I am 

ever your's, 

CCamdek. 



LET- 
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LETTER XIII. 
: ,Mifs Lester to Mifs Camden. 

I THANK you, my dear Cecilia, 
for your friendly letter. You have 
placed things in a light m which I 
never faw them before: yet I fear I can- 
not, in any Ihape, follow your advice, ' 
though I approve of it. I find I love 
Mr. Beaumont, with all his faults, if 
he has any- ; witlr all the uneafinels 
which I fufFer from them, at prefent ; 
which I may fufFer from them here- ' 
after. I love him fondly — fooliihly I 
fear. However, fince the receipt of 
yours, I have taken myfelf ferioufly 
to taflc about my fentiments, and 
would gladly make a change in them. 
I am extremely pained to find myfelf 
G 2 Hill 
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ftill entertaining them ; but there is 
Something to irrefiftibly engaging in 
Mr. Beaumont's looks and manner, 
that I cannot conquer the plcafure I 
feel in feeing him, and liftening to him ; 
Bor check the rifing tranfports, which 
^every frefli proof of his tendcrncfs gives 
me. Within thefe few days, he has 
been, I think, more attentive to me 
than ever. 

Lady Charlotte too, fince that mom- 
ii^ has behaved as fbe ufed to do, at 
leaft I faAcy flie does; but I hav^ 
hem fo much takea up with Mr. Beau* 
mewl that I have not aittended to her. 

I begin to be in hopes that Beau- 
n^ont will, in lime, be the very crea- 
ture I wiihhimK to be« 

I have 
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I have ventured upon the plan I had 
fchemed to try him^ and I think it hat 
fiocceeded. 

We have walked out every fine 
morning in the park, before the family 
were ilirring. The other day, a fud- . 
den' fliower drove us home fooner than 
we intended ; but he would not let 
me go into my room till Lady Char- ' 
lotte rang her bell. 

I took that opportunity to tell him 
that I fliould leave Arlington-Street 
foon, and return to my mother, at the 
requeft of my guardian, who had in* 
troduced a young gentleman to me,, 
as a lover.. 

•^ Well, replied he, and fure I hope 
you are not fuch a little flirt as to en- 
tourage him ?'* 

G i. "Who,. 
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" Who, I ? Why not ? If the men 
are all flirts, why fhould we not be up- 
on a par with them ? I thmk, I Ihould 
be very filly to lofe an opportunity 
to marry in an advantageous ttiannert*' 

« O, that's the bait then, I find, faid. 
he ; that mercenary difpofition, that 
marrying merely for intereft makes 
devils of you all.*' 

** What would you have us to do, 
Mr. Beaumont ? replied I. If the men, 
whom we do really prefer in our hearts, 
happen to have an avcrfion to marriage, 
muft we remain fingle all our days to 
humour them, and dedine an alliance 
with the man who is aftually it) love 
"vvith us, and w^ho ferioully wilhes to 
»^ke us happy Y' 

'' And 
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" And why, Mifs Lefter, may not 
the. man. who has an averfion. to mar-* 
rtage, be: as much in love with yoU,. 
ds a married man ? Mai'riage '.and love' 
«rc two very different things/' 

'* Not at all, anfwered I, they are 
the fame: no man can love a woman 
truly, without defiring to make her. 
happy : nor can a virtuous woman be 
happy with the man whom flie loves, 
if fhe is not married to him.*' 

'* Umph ! where did you learn this 
' pretty dodrine ? faid he : but though 
you may think it fuitable to your pur* 
pofe, you happen to be quite out ; ma- 
trimony is the grave of love, child, 
and fo you will find it." 

"Whyfo?'* replied I. 

G 4 *'Why 
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*^Why fo?--Bectufe aU tie» are 
odious. A man very well incHned to 
like a woman for ever, would fix>ii 
hate and deceft her, wcfe he compelled 
to live wiib her.«-*Nature abliors all 
reftraini.'" 

^ That is very hard, indeed, iaid I ; 
but I am reiblved to veocuie, rather 
than not many/' 

^* Whether you lilcc the man or 
npt ?'* replied he, briikly, 

^' I have not faid that I do not Hke 
the man recommended tome,*' anfwer- 
ed I^ imiHi^. 

" If you like him, what do you 
nieah by encouraging mf to dangle after 
you ?'' 

Ide- 
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I declare, Cecilia, I could not anfwer 
him; 1 felt myfelf in the wrong; I 
was quite abaflied, on my being found 
out by him ; I hung my head, cdour- 
ed, and looked like a fooL 

At laft, however, I got courage- 
enough to lift up my eyes, and to ,teU* 
him, that as he had conftantly declaim 
his averfion to marriage, and as I was 
very fcnfible of the great inequality 
between us, I could not poflibly ex— 
pe6t him to marry me, and had, there- 
foi?e determined to follow the advice of: 
my friends. - 

" Qevtzinly; faid he, with a difcon-i 
tented air, if you are fo indifferent to all 
inen, as to be capable of living happily 
with any man, you will fliew your 
prudeAce extremely 6y accepting thi^ 
G 5- ^tv 
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offer which appears fo defirable to 
you : the acceptance of it will fet us 
all right ; you will be married, Madanij 
fince matrimony is your tafte, and / 
fhall be cured of the egregious miftake 
I committed, by fuppofing, fooliflily 
fuppofinjg, that you felt any particular 
inclination for w^.— My fuppofition in- 
deed, I will confefs, g»ve me great 
pleafure, and it might have given me 
great pain: 'tis lucky for us both, 
therefore, that all is over between us." 

He pronounced the laft few words 
with fuch an apparent fatisfa&ion that 
they v^ent to my heart. 

1 got up, and fat down. I did not 
know what to do with myfelf : yet 
I ftrove tp fupf refs the grief wjiicb 
I felt at an indifierence which I 

really 
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really thought was a good deal afFed- 
ed : but as I was not fure of it, and as 
even the affeftation of it pained me, I 
looked, undoubtedly as I felt, anxious 
and difturbed. 

I opened my month to fpeak : I fliut 
it again. I did not know what to fay. 
Thinking, however, that I ought not 
to flay, after all was over between us, I 
rofe, to go, 

I walked flowly, I lingered : my 
feet, correfponding with my heart, 
moved as if they were very unwilling 
to convey me from the man who had 
fo greatly diftrefled me. 

Juft when I had reached the door, 

and laid my reludrant hand upon the 

lock, to open it^ Beaumont fprung from 

' * G 6 his 
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hir chair. Catching hold of me, he 
cried, " Well, Kitty, fincc you arc 
determined to feparste yourfelf from, 
me for ever, let me take a parting 
kifs/' 

The words, for every were two muck 
for me : they funk deep into my heart*. 
I felt a pain in my breaii: : my head 
turned round ; I could notfupport my- 
felf — I tottered ; my eyes clofed, and^ 
I almoft loft my fenfes.. 

He caught me in hb arms, and^ 
carried me to the fopha : but inftead 
of taking any unbecoming liberties 
he was fo decently as well as tenderly* 
officious about my recovery, that I felt 
every fentimeDt in his favour which I 
had endeavoured to fmother^ i^eviviag 
iamyboibm.. 

On. 
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On my opening my eyes, and* com'* 
ing tx) nayfelf he gently faid, *^. Can you. 
really^ ,Kitty> be fo coiel- as t» leave 
mer*^ 

. Iburft into tears; prefflbd the bands^ 
which helJ mine, and replied, ** Oh; 
never, never.'* 

I am very fenfiWc that ray reply was. 
wrong; and 1 wiflied to recall my 
words. 

If I d6 tor cooquer this fatal pafEos* 
for Mr. Beaumont, what will become of 
me ? You. fee, J>lainly, that he has no 
fdea. of marriage; nay, he openly pro^- 
tefts ag^icftit; and if he was inelkied. 
to marry, the immenfe difference b0- 
]:ween us is fufficlent to deter him fro«a^ 
thinking of aa union with m4. And. 

yet,. 
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yet, Cecilia, I love him with fo fincere 
an afTedion, that I could fooner die 
than bear the thoughts of marrying ano- 
ther—He tells me, indeed, and I mu^ 
believe him, that I ihould be guilty of 
an atrocious crime by taking a folemn 
oath to. love a man when my whole 
heart is alienated from him. He aiki 
me if I do not think that fuch a piece of 
hypocrify is the vileft to be conceived ; 
that if I do not think that a marriage of 
that kind is more criminal than an at- 
tachment, with the concurrence of the 
heart, without any ties at all ? 

You may be aflbred, however, my 
dear, that I Ihall never confent to be y& 
attached to him. But while I thus re- 
•folve to guard againft one weaknefs I 
may, perhaps, fall into another before 
lam awareC 

. - - - My • I 
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My hapd ^nd my head are wcafy. 

•I wifti yov may not be tired of reading 

fuch long details relating to my conduifti 

which has been, I am ready toconfefs, 

quite inexcufable. Adieur - 

C. Lester:, 



LETTER XIV. 
Mr.B£AUM0NT to Mr. Foj.ey. 

YOU . may fay what you wil^, 
Charles, in favour of matrimony : 
I agrice with you that it is a neceflary 
evil, but yet it is utterly impoffible for 
me ever to think of marrying Kitty 
Leftert 

I have, not been the villain you feem 
to reckon me, for I have never told her 

that 
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Aat I «,.«W marry her ; ^^^^l^^Y 
contrary, always declared vehemently 

againft matrimony- ^ 

And fo becauft I have been fohfoneft 
I muft lofe my girl ? Ko, Charles, 1- 
hope ihe will have a nobler way or 
thinking. She m«y fefe^y ««»* *^ ^^ 
gcnerofity for a rtope^f proVifion tor 
her ; but if that is not agreeable to her, 
I am ready to h ave a, fettlement drawn 
up, and legally witneffed before 1 
enter upon the premifes — And pray 
riien, iffhe is conftaxxt to nae, iKaU "W^ 
not be qviite as happy a« if We were 
married? As to my engageiSaervt* of *' 
fixnilar kind -with other. -woraeB, . if ^ 
prfjvide bandfomely for Kitty, an^ 
treat her with tendernefs when we meet, 
iball we not be as happy as if we were 
married ? Will my otker engag,cm«tfs 

hisMkr* 
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hinder my happinefs with her f fiut 
here U a new lover rcGommended by 
the mother and guardian. What is to 
be done now ? Kitty has been honed: 
enough to confefs that fte does not 
Kke the man they have cho&n for 
her ; I hare (very honeftly I think, for 
the man) periuaded her not to marry 
him on any "account. I have even told 
her that Ihe cannot marry him without 
being guilty of a criminal aftion. I 
hope flie believes me. If fhe does be- 
lieve me, I am fure of keeping her to 
myfelf, for Ihe, certainly, is at prefent 
in love with me. Her heart is, I am 
willing to think, according to the lan- 
guage of romances, an enlarged one, 
but I fliall be forry to find it capacious 
enough to entertain more tlian one lover 
at a time, My greateft difficulty will 
be to wnceal our connedion. from the 

reft 
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reft of the family tUl I can prevaU on 
her to put herfelf under wiy proteftion. 
My mother and Charlotte have, like 
the reft of their fex, a great deal of cu- 
riofity, and Kitty is a charaAer very, 
eafily to be found out. I wonder, in- 
deed, fometimes, that we have gone 
on fo long without, being difcovered; 
but Charlotte has, fortunately, been 
pretty much taken up with looking, 
after the men herfelf. . Could 1 but 
meet with a proper man for her, ftie 
would be fo much engaged as notto have 
either leifure or inclination to attend to 
]gLitty and me. There are fo many 
punaUios to be obferved in the difpofat 
of a girl of family, that 1 am not fur- 
prized to fee them fo often faving their 
relations the trouble of providing for^ 
them, and running off with. the firft: 
handfome ftUow who. comes in thdr 



1 
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way. Matrimony, among people of 
any kind of rank in life, is accompa- 
nied with fo many obftacles, and incon- 
veniences, that the very little fatisfac- 
tion which feme couples might receive 
from it, is confiderably lefiened*. I api^ 
thoroughly fatisfied that there would be 
no marcying at. all, if n6 eftates were 
to be improved, and po titles to be in- 
herited — How many embargos have 
been laid upon a (late which wants all 
poffible douceurs to render it palatable ! 
How much pfeafure might our legifla- 
tors give to the bulk of the nation, by 
the abolition of a ceremony ^yhicH 
produces an infinite deal of unhappinefs ! 
Civilians, indeed, who thrive by ma- 
trimonial mifery, will not fubfcribe 
to this fame abolition. But I muft 
take leave of this fubjeft, at prefent: 
much may be faid U£on it; mucK 

more 



140 Tiit Indiscreet Connectioic. 

more than I can now advance— I have 
other matter! to mind ; and to 
adieu. 
£. Beaumont* 



LETTER XV. 

Mr. Foley to Mr. Beaumont. 

YOU are ilrangely miftaken— at leait 
I hope you are — ^by fuppofing . 
that the abolition of matrimony would 
give plealure to the bvdk of the nation.. 
I own myfelf to be of a very different 
opinion ; and I believe that all fenlible, 
rational people wUl be on my fide o£ 
^^ queftion. 

nu r^ ^ ^^'* perhaps, tell me, that the- 
^^ of fenfible, rational people is 
.- extremely 
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-extremely fmall, and that you fhall 
have a majority of hands in your fa- 
vour. 

I ftiall never be difconcerted becaufe 
fools and rogues differ from me. t 
Ihall always be' pleafed to find myfelf 
among a refpedtable minority : how- 
ever, I do not expcdt to bring over 
fuch an opponent as your/elf, to ray 
Avay of thinking : I Ihould not, in* 
deed, make the ieaft attempt to bring 
you over to it, did I not feel com- 
paflion for the poor girl, who is on 
the point, I fee plainly, of falling a 
vklim toher violent inclination for you, 
to her fenfibility. For ber fake,'^ if not 
for your own, flop, and confider a mo- 
ment; before you precipitate into the 
greateft diftrefs, a girl who, but for you, 
might have been honourably and hap- 
pily 
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pily fituated by this time. Confider 
the ftriking inequality between yoii, 
occafioned, perhaps, more by her edu- 
cation than her birth. . Shut up, at an 
early age, among a fet of girls who had 
feen no more of the world than herfelf, 
ftie could not learn from them to im- 
prove her mind ; and having been em- 
ployed, in her retirement, about works 
of very little importance, Ihe cannot be 
fuppofed capable of making a proper 
oppofition to your feducing arguments 
and infinuating behaviour. I will alfo 
allow that the reading of romances may 
have teilded in fome degree, to foften a 
heart naturally inclined to tendernefs : 
but I do not imagine that any moral or 
affe6ting tale can poflibly prove detri- 
mental to her, if fhe has a good under- 
ftanding and a virtuous difpofition; 
and If Ihe has neither the one nor the 

other, 
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other, pray what books will give ter 
thofe fentiments which Ihe ought to 
feel, in order to be a defirable compa- 
nion to a man of fenfe and principles ? 
Loofe and inflammatory defcriptions 
fhould never be put into the hands 
of young people ; they Ihould never, 

indeed, be publiihed at all-^ 1 am 

no friend to the books commonly cal- 
led books of entertainment, with which 
this writing age abounds, yet I think 
that decent, well-ccndu(3:ed narratives, 
in which vice and folly are properly 
expofed, may be read, not only with 
fafety but profit, by the young folks 
of both fexes, for whofe perufal they 
are principally calculated. 

I deteft a wanton, licentious wo- 
man ; but a tender fenfibility in the girl, 
with whom I Ihould chufe to fpend my 

. life. 
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life, wmil J greatly increafe my tiM 
nefs. I wUU at the fame rime, conft 
that wth bet fcnfibility^ flic is rac 
likely to throw herfelf, into the pov 
of the man ihc loves* than if fl>e v 
of a lefs fufccpublc tum^ Permit i 
to wid^ ho\Tever, that the man M 
£eeh a paiBon for her cannm l«%~e hfl 
he ou^t tf he tmkcs advmicage o1 
difpofidon, which when foutul in a v 
man really ^-inuoQH readers her dool 



raooiVV 
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her a propenfity to be very troublefpmc 
-with her politicks. - The woman who 
makes any abftrufe fubjeft her ftudy, 
generally contradls a ferioufnefs ex- 
tremely unfavourable to her features, 
and too often becomes a difagreeable 
companion by her deep converfation, 
A female face never appears to fo much 
advantage as when it is adorned with 
dimpling fmiles, and fportive graces. 
All allurenients of that kmd are excluded 
by an intenfe application to dry ftudies ; 
iludies which women Ihould particu- 
larly avoid, if they wiih to -charrru If 
a woman, indeed, happens to baye a 
keep rclilh for polite literature ip gene- 
ral ; if Ihe can read wfth tafte, and digeft 
with judgmefit, jQie is to be valued for 
her attainments ; for (he whofc mind 
is elegantly embellilhed, as. well as fecr 
perfon, is doubly attractive/ It is' the 
Vol. I. H womaa 
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woman who reads the moft trifling 
books, and who is very fuperficially 
acquainted with a variety, of fubjeds ; 
-Who is conceited enough to think her* 
felf extremely clever, and impertinenr 
enough to throw out lier frivolous re- 
marks wherever fiie goes, without the 
leaft regard to propriety — ^This is the 
worna.n juftly to be ridiculed Tjy her 
own lex, and ours : iuch a woman is 
^ifgufting beyond expreflion. 

It is ffo uncommon thing, in this 
reading "Vige^ to hear a boarding-fchool 
girl talk fententioufly, and affeA to be 
procligioufly wife, much wiferthan any 
grovTh ladies oi her acquaintance. . Nay, 
I have oftfen heard iuch a girl boldly 
contradift ,o«^ of us in a room full of 
eoihpaqy. 1 was not a little diverted, 
^ut a jew days ago, by the b^liaviour of - 

a literary 
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a literary, lady : Ike was hardy "^(HSg^ 
to correa the pronunciatfbti .erf a gen-* 
tlemati wiofe writings, fbr -theff ftj4c 
as well as for the compofition of Aem, 
have been repeatedly applauded Ijy the 
public. In order to prevent her frflm' 
expofing herfelf, .he kindly turhpd the' 
converfation^ and ' a&ed Her If * Ihe had' 
feen the navel juftpublilhed which 'was' 
highly commended^ She ahfwered, 
with ineffable difdain — r*^ No— Sit, J 
never look into Cucli boioks/* 

From/uch female pedants, wlfio thijifk 
themfelvcs g[ualifi^d' . to inftruft even 
thofe among our fex who are ei)[^inent 
for their learning and^ their good fehfe,' 
heaven driver me: ' I hke, indeed, dt 
fmatterers of either fex : people of' teat 
knowledge arc i>ut too apt to firftupid- 
^y filent, or to difcover too ilrong an 
Hz attachflsent 
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attachment to their fdvpurite purfuits. 
The empty pretenders to fciencc, efpe- 
cially if they are noify with their emp- 
tinefsy are the moft infufferable com- 
panions in the world — Give me a wo* 
map like a woman in every thing: with 
a good heart, I would have alfo a folid 
und^rftanding : ,and I am of opinion 
that no woman will be injured by pe- 
rufing fome of our moft celebriated no- 
vels, the authors of which prove them- 
felves to be intimately acquainted with 
human nature, and as ftudious of mak- 
ing their writings equally inftrudtiye 
and entertaining. By novels fo w^r it- 
ten a woman may find her underftanding 
as well as her heart Improved. She may 
become wifer and be^tter at ^he iame 
time. 

Adieu* 

C. FOLEY^ 

LET- 
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LETTER XVI. 

The Hon. Edward Beaumont t« 
Charles Foley, Efq; 

I HAVE no leiiure to coniider at pfe- 
fent, whether novels may be fafely 
read by the fair /ex. or not. You^are 
right, I believe^ in general— I am in a 
great hurry.. My father has found out 
a wife for me ; , I am to fee her this 
very day : and fo poor Kitty can never 
rife higher than to be tny favourite 
fultana^ 

Lady Ann Dale is the lady in quef- 
tion. She is young, and handfome, as 
they tell me, hut lively to excefs. How 
different from my languiihing Kitty ! 

I muft drefs immediately. 

H 3 You 
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You will call mc tiow» I fuppofcj k 
ihocking fellow ; aiid ihe may call me 
a villain ; but I again repeat what I 
liave already faid, I will never marry 
Kitty — I never told her I would ; (he 
hzsy therefore, no reproaches to make 
me. All I have to do, at prefent, is to 
keep her ignorant of what is. going for- 
ward : but that is tndpoffible. Char- 
lotte win tattle i know. I muft endea- 
vour then to. calm her fears, and filence 
apprehenfions, or I ihall hayc her 
flip through my fiflgers-r-I don't chufe 
to lofe her ; not, at Teaff, till I(cc 
how I like her rival. 

» 
Adieu. 

E, BbAumont. 



LET- 
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LETTER XyiL 

iAM qiute wretched^ my dear CtcU 
Jia ; rendered fo^ in a great mea-r 
&kxt I>7> I fear, my afpbring oxpedtar 
ttont ; ti|ot^ love^ indeed^ mQve than 
ambition, has undone me, for. I think 
I could be happy with Beaumont in any 
jSmadon'TTdFQr my o!Wii peace Ifliould 
never hav^ thought about him* How 
could I ever ibppo& that t.ord ai^d Ladjr 
fieaumoiit would approve of l^is marry* 
Mg a i/^oBian without a largs fortune) 
He certainly has not love .enoiigh. foe 
me to make him rifk their difpleafure 
£>n fj^ aooQUDt^-^I wifh I haii'ofifver 
feeahim.^ 

H4 Why 
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Why did Lady Charlotte finglc «r? 
out from the reft of our young com- 
panions, only to make me wretched ? 
How little do we know what is bcft 
for us ! I thought myfelf uncommonly 
fortunate in being difttngutflied by her, 
but how extremely am 1 difappointed ! 
What I imagined, would enfure my 
felicity, has deftxoyed my peace for 
ever. 

But you will be furprized at my 
jnmning on in this manner, without 
givldg you my reafons— You will, un* 
doubtedly, either laugh at me, or con* 
demn me, when you are acquainted 
with them. 

Is.itpi^ble for me to hear that Mn 
Beaumont is going to I^ married withr 
out being alarmed ? 

This 
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This intelUgence came upon me fo 
abruptly that it was almoft too much 
for nie. 

I was praftifing a new fong which, 
Mr. Beaumont badgiv^n.me, becaufc 
he told me that it fuited my voice ; and 
I had no joy but in pjealing him — Lady 
Charlotte bur ft into my room— *^ O* 
JKatty, Kitty,, laid, ft?,, Ned: is going 
to be married.:, are you not vaftly 
glad ?." 

* It i3 not in my power to inform ypU 
what anfwer I returned. ; nor c«n I dcr 
fcribe what I felt at that moment : I. 
can only fay that my heart was vior, 
lently agitated. 

My guitar fell, inflantly froiti my 

h^jids : however,. I had my fenfes fufr 

H 5 ficientljT; 
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fickm^y about rae to recoUea tbat 1 was 
'^fcovering, what ought to be concealed^ 
by the abfurdity of my behaviour. 

*^ BlefB ine, cried Lady Charlotte, are 
you not well, Kitty ? you tremble ex- 
ceffively/* 

*^ Yes, jfepUed I ; but my guitar 
:Js fo mtich out of tune it quite vexes 



*' Give it Ned, faid Ihe, you know 
ihe can tune it prefently. rfl ftep, und 
•^ him. He is juft -gone into his 
toom. By and by he will be fo enga- 
)ged with Lady Ann that there will be 
no fpeaking to him." • 

Vou hiay be fufe that this fpeech did 
net help to recover me ; it made me a 

great 
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great deal worfe indeed^^ I felt myfelf 
hot and cold by turns ; I was abfolute-* 
ly fick. Lady Charlotte, however,, 
took no farther notice of die fudden. 
alteration in me, biJt flew out of Ae 
room to call her brotherf 

Glad was I at her leaving me : yet: 
I dreaded the light of Beaumont.. 

Feeling myfelf unable to ^and, I 
(at down, and burft into tears : yet I 
was terrified all the time, l^RJhe Ihould 
comfe back acd bring her brother with 
her^ •. . . 

Fortimately for me, Ihe ftaid a good 
while— I btekthed upon my h^nd, dried 
Hiy eyes as Well asl could, arid caught 
up thenotes whidilayby*me, * ' 

' H6 I was. 
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I was looking on them when Iht re- 
turned with Mr. Beaumont,, 

Snatching the notes out of my hancf, 
for I did not once lift up my eyes, 
he aiked me what I was thinking about 
fo intenfely. 

I Ihuddered at the found of that voice 
which ufed to charm my ears with its 
melody ; but I had prjcfence of mind 
enough, to lay the blame an my guitar. 
^ took it from me, and'put it hi order. 
Lady. Charlotte humming the air, went 
to the window. 

• While ;fer bade was towsfrds us,^ he 
preflfed my band,. called me a fimpleton, 
and bade me try my vpice^ holding 
the inftrument to nje* • 

I told 
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I told him, that I could not exprefs^ 
a fingk note, having been praftifing 
till I was quite hoarfr. I could not, 
indeed, cither fing or talk j Bay fpirits 
were fo much depreffed that I wiihed 
to bealone^ and yet 1 had not courage 
enough to leave Beaumont. 1 wanted^ 
to fay truth,, ta hear what he wqu14 
fay about his intended marriage* 

Lady Charlotte, as if (he had i>ead 
my thoughts, cried^ ^* Well, I fuppofe 
you will be every day with. Lady Ann 
now^i brother J** . 

** May be not^ fitter,'^ replied he, 
mimicking her» 

" You will be a ftupid lover^ then, 
iamfure/' • ' 



I fency<^ 



«c J fancy, Lady Chartott«> you would 
not think it poffible for a man to love 
you enough, if he was a' fingle^ mo^ 
ment out of your fight.**' 

« I know, anfwefcif fhe, that I 
-fliould not bear a man like you for 
a lover, he would be fo teafing aad 
fo infolent/* 

ShefpokebuttoO'juftly, I thought. 
I am forry to fay, that 1 have ob- 
ferved a' great 4eal of ftich beha- 
haviour in Mr, ;^umont : yet, at the 
time I am fpeaking of, he was in a ve- 

^ diHerent h^mo^ar- H^ watched my 
looks with great attention, and ap- 

ll^^d anxious and reftlefs, as if he 

"T^t* ^*« his lifter woiild leave' us 
top^ether t:*» 

fcabilitv of f'^^^^g' \o^^y^. «o pre. 
«^ay^' *^«r abfence, he at Ua went 

Ifighed 
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I fighed .when he wus gone as if mj 
heart would break* 

Luckily for me, Lady Charlotte did- 
tiot tak^ notice of iny agitation, being" 
full of Lady Ann ; fo full that (he 
could talk of nobody elie, of nothing 
rffe. 

Every *woiifl about Lady Ann in- 
creafcd ray grief: I made an excufe,. 
. therefore, to get to tny room as foon 
as I could* 

After fiavmg given a free vent to imy 
fighs and*my tears, I fat down to ac- 
quaint you with my unhappinefi, n>jr 
dear Cecilia* How much more unhappy 
am I doomed to be !' for I cannot help^ 
thinking of this too agreeable man. 



In 
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In Continuation.^ 

He has juft left me : he has jufl been 
feying the moll foothing^ tender things 
imaginable, to cftlm my difturbeti mind 
and to reftore Lt to its wonted tranqui- 
lity : but it is not to. be reftored. He 
does not even tell me, that he Ihall not 
marry Lady Ann ; and if he does mar- 
ry her, can I, with any propriety, with 
the leaft honour, continue to fee him, 
to hear him, to liften to his iniinuating 
profeflions of friendfhip, which, ileal 
me from myfelf, and make me all his 
own? Yet what. intoxication is this, 
Cecilia ? Perfeft madnefs !. It can end 
in nothing but diftra<3:ion — Could I 
have the refolution to break througb 
the enchantment,, and leave bim for 
ever— Could I go home, and marry 
Lawlbn— No, never, never — I would. 

fooner^ 
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fobner, much fooner, be wedded to mjr 
grave* 

My ftyti are fo bKnded with my 
tearsi that I. can hardly fee to fubfcribe 
myfelf, 

your truly afFedtboate, 

C LEftT£R. 



LET T E R XVIII. 
Mr. BiEAUMONT to Mr. Foley. . 

I AM juft come from my deftined 
bride ; ihe is a fine woman^ tall^ 
fair, and adtually lovely : but ihe Teems 
to have a fpirit which will try me to 
the utmoft. Such a character is hj 
no means fit foe a wife: ihe would 

make 
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make a glorious mifoeis ! The tender, 
gentlcj fubmiffive Kitty, is the proper- 
eft perfon for a wife. How perverfe 
is my fate ! — ^I like Lady Ann*i» appear- 
ance, but I abfolutely love Kitty Lefier ; 
How unhappy has flie been made by 
only hearing of th» projecSled marriage ! 
I found her almoft diflblved in tears, 
nor could all my endearments— as I 

'dJd not aftuatty fwear that I would 
not marry her Ladylhi^— -make her 
tolerably compofed. She Certjuinly 
doats on jne — I cannot help loving, 
her now : but were we to comie toge- 
ther for ever and /or aje^ \ ycrjly be* 
Ueve that her exgeffivc fbndnefs would 
fatiate, would difguft me; there is 
fomething, after d}\, exfreijiely furfeit- 
ing in thefe love-fick girls. X-ady Ann*s 

-. vivacity is far more engaging: but 
'then your lively women have fo much„ 

fire: 
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fire upon every occafion, that they 
may be as troublefome in another way. 
^Tis a mighty difficult matter, Charles, 
to meet with the right fort of woman^— 
7ou have found fuch a onei X .con- 
clude ; you think you haye, at leaft, 
"and that will, perhaps^ do as well. I 
begin, ferionfly, to thinlc that our 
chief pTeafures are ideal ; the moment 
they are rwUzed, : they vaniih like st 
dream. 

Adieu. 

E. BEAtJMONT* 



LET- 
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LETTER XIX. 

Lady Ann Dals to Mrs. Ryder. 

T HAVE feen Bejumont three or four 
•* times : he is an elegant figure, be 
has an eafy afluranc^e, and therf is fome- 
thing altogethet agreeable about him, 
fo that I found myfelf^ till a late dif- 
covery, lefs and lefs unwilling to give 
up my liberty. 

1 went to the opera laft night with: 
Lady Stebbing. We cam^^ in late; 
I can^t bear to go early any where : 
the more buffile we make, the more 
we are taken notice of— There is- a 
prodigious pleafure in ipreading » ge- 
neral joy through an audience, by 
darting upon them unexpectedly. 

Wbife 
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While I Was exceedingly elated with 
the admiratioh which my fudden appear- 
ance fexcited, my vanity was confider- 
ably affronted by Beaumont*s affidui- 
ties about a little low-bred girl, who 
is only his filter's companion. 

] When I entered the box, I was too 
-much engaged by the attention paid 
me by the whole lioufc, ta perceive 
that Lady Beaumont, Lady Charlotte, 
^nd her brother 'were near me. The 
fainting of this' girl loon afterwards 
occafioned ftich a' confufioti that every 
body looked that way. 

' Beaumont feemed to be greatly con- 
cerned about'her : now, if he is really fo, 
I Ihall not receive any more vifits from 
him, till he comes to an explanation. 
If I am to be rivalled by fucb a chit, 

I will. 
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I will pofitively tell my Lord tbat I. 
will not hear of jnarrying. .Men arc 
bad enough .when tjiey take mUlrefles 
after they are married ; when they 
keep them at the very moment, there, 
can be no hopes of them. I fet too 
great a value upon myfelf to have on- 
ly thcficond place in^any. manjs heart* 
To have (uch a girl pref^r^d tome !,— . 
It is not to be borne. 

■ You are curious, I iuppofe, to know 
what fort of .a thing it is ; but really 
there was. fo great; a crowd about her, 
and Beaumont hung ovei her in fuch 
a manner, that I could fee little . of her, 
She appeared ,to me to he not iU ipade, 
and to have one of thof^ fqft and lim- 
ple, unmeaning face§, whicJi fbnje-men 
reckon handfome. In my opinion, flie 
is merely pretty ; I faw her, indeed, 

to 
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to a difad vantage, when^flie was ill, 
you know; breedings peFhaj^. — Oh, 
thefe fellows ! — What right have they 
to CKj)ea fidelity in a wife, when thty. 
have not the fmalleft idea of it them- 
felves? 

. I Aall take no notice of wiy fufpicions 
to the family; the girl will undo^htf- 
felf ; but I will tell my father that I 
do not chufe to marry a -man, who* is 
already provided with a-miftrefe, - 

..Adieu. 



LET- 
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LETTER XX* 
Mifs Lester to Mifs Camdjn. 

EVERY thing grows worfe and 
worfe, my dear Cecilia, 1 can no 
longer conceal the violent agitatipn of 
my mind. 

A complete difcovery was almoft 
made laft night. 

.'. Having recovered my fpirits a little, 
I went to the opera with my Lady, 
and Lady Charlotte ; chiefly, indeed, 
becaufe Mr. Beaumoat was to be of 
the party. 

We had not been long feated, they 
' were playing the overture, when a 

very 



a very fine wotxnm caiu inw th€ next 
boK but one. 

* The geatlemfto all rdfiev andrtmRfid 
their heads to look at her. Ewerjr 
body, indeed, almofi at once, cried^ 
^ Lady Ann Date4'' 

Th'ofe words were.<jiHj|ig^ fm Wf?^ 
1 thought, the moment I faw her, thai •• 
1M& Bewipoitf; could roc hui adnnre 
hsxi_ hA^ h^ nevear feeft ker brfore—^ 
'Wfc^ I kww iltet h^ w»deftincdjto 
\W<? iMJKi my rqfal«*ipn , foipfijok m^A 

pefs at my heart, Every rt*ng. l^eiwA 
to whirl round me ; I quite loft tny 
^n^« . A3 fcpa. as .they jretsurned I 
^jgrdJUdy Beaumontfayj, ^* ypa-hadL 
bqfJtefggt.hcfvut." 
t ' . . ■ . . . 

Vq!^ L I l^Mmotit 
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Beaumont took my hand, and lei 
me into the pailage. There he bade 
me lean upon his arm : I did^ for I 
could not (land without. He then lift- 
ed me into a coach, fat by me, and 
fupported me with the greateft care, 
though, at the fame time, he afked me 
how 1 could be fuch a little fool as to 
faint fw nothing. 

** It was not for nothing, anfwered 
I, as foon as I could fpeak for my 
tears. It was at •*€ fight of that Lady 
Ann, whom you imi/} love, whom you 
Tmtl love, and who will foon make you 
forget w^, added I, fobbing.'* 

W^ was angry, and replied, in a 
rougher tone than I had ever heard him 

fpeak, that if I was notfod- d filly 

all would do very well : but that I 

• Ihould 
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ihould expoA? him if I went oivtfaui 
with my tremors, and my uonfenfe. 

I was (ilenced ; but he could not 
ftop my trembling— I thought I ihould 
have really fallen into an hyfteric fit in 
the coach. I fliook as if I had beenieiz^ 
ed with ah ague. Hefaw, he pitied my 
diftrefs, and with the moft endearing, 
xneltingexpreflions, lulled me into adc- 
liriism of joy from which I wiibed never 
to awake. 

With pain did I awake from it. when 
J heard him fay, ^ I muft tear myfelf 
from you, to return to my Lady, who 
will certainly have fome fufpictons 
about me if I do'UOt.** 

" To Lady Ann ? replied I faintly.'^ 

I X «,What 
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^ ^liir again ? anf wared he : indeed 
Kitljy jxxi are determined to ruin us 
both.- 

I be^^ Itts pardon a 'tfaoufand 
times; adding that I coidd foooer bear 
«> dunk of parting witk my life diaii 
Itita Mmu 

' He caUed me pomr Undnrfo^ and 
kxflbl woLj eyes my liair> my Ups. 
He grew fo fond of me, indeed^ that 
I b^an to be afraid both of him and 
of m jfel4 aod intreaoed Vm u» kave 
mew 

He cdled me a dear, inconfifient 
^aiy and tare bhmf^ £wa^. One mq^ 
ment I recoUeded all the dear, kind 
Aturds b^ h3d wieicd ; the neac^ I fan- 
cied thati beard lum repeating the lame 

to 
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ti> Lady Ann* « Why, u4iy did ft* 
come betweoi us to deftroy my peace \ 
but for her he might have been mine 1 
and yet I rave wh^ I talk in this inafi* 
Bcr— I had better try to forg^ hinu** 
Such wasmyfolUoquy when Beaumont 
kftmo. 

WJienmy Lodyand Ltdy Chartottef 
cgatt home they very kindly, i theughlv 
cnquitied haw I did,. and took little iu> 
ttce of what had paiSed^ 

I think I fhoutd go honw^ dunigh I 
knoiv i ihall be perfecmed-r-Mr, &au<» 
mont will not hear of my going home j 
and, indeed, upon fecond thoughts, how 
vieiy wretched mud I be when I am 
at 1 diftance from him ; vhen I can 
peitfaer fee hini, nor know any thing 
about him 1 Icumotf\i{^^orrUfeinfucl| 
^ 1 ^ , afitua- 



A aruadcn — I iunre wrified^ a thouikiici 
^rnr^, dur I were .rrruu or that I ha»i 
been acici bonx — I axveoo peaccfroo^ 
aacming^ :o idir* becziue I fiaicy erery^ 
time Ecnmnont lex^rcs me tiur he is- go-- 
hig ro I j.V Ann^ toid :iiar he tpcnds 
evciv mcmgnr when he is notividLflir 
wTtii i:r. If r iop jiLesp* I tbaa ftast 
fbom s. cex^^Iii g daeaaa sba«t Ijidy 
Acm — Isxi 2iread7*&3aitecBcidHte«cs]r 
boii J wcncets wh:« is dae i 




*e ■Tier gTryrrnT^ed k t£I lefietdw ; 
fc? liea a:ked 



^^pile^ 

Jihoi 



JAoQldfea5.oatiar be^rasaO 



^ Ireplied 
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I replied " that I Ihould never look 
any better.'* 

He patted my face with his hand^ 
^nd f^d, he would give me a colour 
preCbntlyi and he did, indeed, forjuft 
at that inoment, my Lady came in. ^^ 

I igdagined ihe looked very hard at us 
both. 

It does not figntfy now, he cai? 
never be mine; and fo Ihe may think 
of me as flie pleafes* 

Adieu, my dear Cecilia ; may you 
be ever happier ' than 

your aflPeaionatcj 

C LESTIlt. 

I 4 LET^ 
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LETTER XXI.. 

>lr. Beaumokt to Mr. Folbt. 

SO — I sm blowed about Kittys i 
* ^jucflcd hoowr it ^vtydd be-— Het 

perpetual whining and lighing after me 
occafioned fu(pict<KiscDfiCefni»go^r in- 
timacy ; her fainting at the opera, the 
other night, on Lady Ann's coming ^ 
ifito a t>ox 4iear htr, coofirnvod tham. 
However^ not tlie leafl notice of it waa 
tdk^n then. My mother defired me tQ 
take care of her home ; but I have fincQ 
.bad a k)i^ leftur^ from my fatbei:«|>on 
the fubjea : He faid a. great JWiny fcn- 
fible things, I cannot deny, upon it ; yet 
to what pnrpofc do old people preach * 
CO the paflioxig of young ones, which are 
Vfi^only ftronger t^cn all ?*^/r argu- 
ments, 



w 
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tnents^ bat than evea nafpn heri^lf j 
which they frequently v^tu .jtopfy 
rurvy? 

I will not anfwcr for Kitty's under^ 
Handing if they fepafate ijs^ 9& tb^ 
^em i^cj^ned.ta do«. 

Thb affair h^ happened taoQ. urn 
Jackiljr, juft when I wa* very near bring* 
ing Kitty to the ppint I had long aimed 
at ; and which her apj)rcbenfions about 
my leaving her for Lady Ann h^ rimoft 
coiBpkajted : but now the fufs which 
they have ipade about us, will put her 
upon her guards and frighten her froni 
my arm&« 

» 

Jfeized a mofnent, yefterday, to urge 

her to t\y^vr herfelf aitirely under wji 

|M:ote<aion ; aflBuripg hier tbdt 1 wauld 

I 5 place 
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place her in a very eligible fituation if 
Ihe would confent to leave her guar- 
dian, and her mother, who are conti- 
nually teafing her to marry a merchant 
in the city, who is, I fuppofe, as dull 
and heavy, as he is rich and rude. 
Thefe fellows always think that their 
greafy gold fupplies the want of every 
thing. The wretch who is perpetually 
brooding over his ill-gotten wealth ota 
never have any real tafte for fuch a girl. 
Kitty is too tender and elegant to be- 
come the property of fuch a boor. She 
will, however, fooh be out of the world 
if flie pines away her life thus — Ihe vs 
grown confiderably thinner^ and look» 
as pale as alhes. She will, I fuppofe, be 
carried home by my careful mother,' 
and then I fliall fee her no more ; as it 
is not to be fuppofed that her family 
wiU let me vifit her upon my owa 
/ term5.u 
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terms. Poor Kitty! under the pre^ 
tence of faving her from ruin, as they 
call ir, they wUl drive her tb diftrac- 
tion. I have yet one fchenie left— ^ 
1 have luckily confefled nothing to my 
father^ and I will endeavour to get 
Charlotte over to my fidei 1 will tell 
her that they are all out by thinking 
1 had fetious defigns upon the girl, 
becaufe I trifled and toyed with her.. 
I vvill proceed to bufinefs diredly. 

In Continuation. 

There is no doing any thing with 

CSiarlotte. She is entirely againft me ; 

' not in the. way you would imagine 

howr-Stie.has no fears about .the poor 

girl's challity^ nor does, ihe think that 

her virtue is in danger. On the cpn- 

-tVary, ihe looks upon her as a little 

I 6 artful 



artful luifley^ w^o bad a de£gn upoci 
hcT bxothpt ; whp warned to put hctr 
felf upqO) a footii^ widi Jjer, and to 
faife her ccmfeqwnce by com^g int£> 
fk& UnnljM . She liked her well enough 
for a i:Qmpamtm,. b'Ut ih« caonot hxh^ 
fcef fttf to lopk ^pon her as a fifter-^ 
•* I had.a better opipioB of Kitty Lefter, 
faid ibe; I thought ihe was a naodelf, 
humWe girl ; biit I fiad (he is all for 
her own intereft, and ha^ no idea of 
friendlhip, nor of the refpeft whick 
is due to peopie of fii^rlw rank." 

. I am fure Lady Charlotte hw. no 
idea ^f friendlhip^ by talking witfa 
this cutting indifference about a girl 
with whom Ihe was educatecl, and 
whom ihe has diftinguilhed ever jQncc 
tb'ey were children.' Tljis I will afErnj, 
•Chirks, whatever follies w£ fall into^ 

thoff 
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(hoie of the foft ^fix ^e far mot^ r«« 

pixjbenfihlc ibaa ours.; . Mm fc . (he, pf^ 

prievy »f:ti>^ W»4- fiH^yrChir ^xx^i%, 

I %ti ajrife »HK*dy from i>w] joattJJ»l 

propenfity.tQ pl^afure, which fomcftimef 

harries us bajron^ the limits prefcrribed 

\>y. cpQ]r reafixi': wheineafi the fioiblm 

oi'^zwmen Ifmng from isfiniiiely worfr 

caufi»v fifom pride* from cnvj, frcwtt 

vanity, from tnerceoary views, whidt 

. kad to /every tljiflig that ii mew* forw 

fU^ ^n4 viciws,— Mind as^, Chfclw^ 

I. jQaoficK caU >th&t gif I : Weio^s,. ^shc^ 

from.^ teiidferpeft'iof hier difpofmoi^ 

and ftom the attractions of her lover^ 

^ves herfctf tf^ ^/«/ir aed jto htpkafed^ 

I fCA}} ^^ :w bapeft» gMMwv frrok^ 

ji)«;»rtQ4 CDeatin^, wiKi.ia^ atgyettbly 

le^ pKe 4idMeft of datmrt,; Md crnly 

^mi^ from tke relet iaid doirp by 

ili^ jigid psift «f her iex^ but 1 know 
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not what name to afcribe to the womair 
who^ fiimulated by avarice, ambi* 
tion^ or vanity, furrcnders berfelf to the 
man whom ihe does not love, merely 
to increafe her fdrtune and her impor* 
tance. Littte lefs contemptible, ii> 
my opinion, is the woman who, under 
the malk of friem^p, makes her in« 
fcrior in fortune, though her fuperior 
in every thing elfe, a flave to her hu-^ 
mours ; and is ready, to prevent her 
being raifcd to an equality with her,; 
to take every ftep in hcfr power ta de- 
stroy her reputation and her peace, 

. I am forty to fey that Lady Char- 
lotte has too much of the laft mentioned 
charader in' her — ^White Etty Was 
contented to be her humble friedd, Ihe 
was, apparently fond of her ; but now, 
i^reheofive of ^ her becoming equal to 

herfelf 
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herfelf in point of rank, flie fpurns ber 
from her, and ventures to expofe, to 
injure. her in every fliapfe^-thatflie may 
not liand a chance of calling one {o 
infinitely beneath her, by the afFeftiotr* 
atename of fiflen 

While wonaen are fuch things as- tBtfe^ 
where is the man who would marry> * 

From Charlotte, therefore, I flung 
with difdairf, and went to Lady Ana. 

Lady Ann was cool t^o, and ftifll 
She received me with a head io eredt, 
.that I was totally difgufled. How- 
ever, I feemed not to fee Ker hauteur^ 
though it was exceedingly vifible— 
I was as rapturous as if I had felt my- 

felf the mod favoured lover.. 

■» 

Tt© 



The lady foon took paias to con- 
vince mej, that I was ouftakeoji by 
aiking me^ m a tone inexppeffibly cotii- 
tsmptuousj if the girl who had a fir 
at the opera had £dlcA into any more 
hyfterics. 

I anfwered^ with, the greatefi com- 
pofure, not to. fay aiiiuranoe^ that I 
knew nothing o(the matter* 

^' You needaot afied ignoranoe, Sir> 
replied ihe, bridling prodigioufly — I 
(hall never, put you to the trouble of 
denying fafts* You have made your 
choice^ I wife you happy* but can^r 
l^ot receive you in the light I bsv^ 
Oo^e/* 

s 

Piqued at the iniblejEVCe of the W€>-^ 
man/ though I will confefs I never 

thought 
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thoQght ibe looked ib handibtne in -htr 
life (there was a fpirit in her feauro* 
which heightened her beauty) I bawed^ 
dnd left hct to ve&cSL upon wlist She 
httd done* 
...... . ^ 

In a &w hours 1 •t^tij^ed-a feveni 

reprimand firmi my father, with barih 
conmands to ipeak no more to Kitty 
Letter, who wag to be fent home im- 

TncciTwcciy^ aiiu t7 lu&jwc cvci y ucLCixaiT 

fubmiffion to Lady Ann, if I hoped 
for kis ftiybw. -» • 

Subimflfoa ! ^lit devi! 1 ^litit ?'* to 
the woman whom I am to marry ? 
It i^ Aw^'bo^nefs,* I think, toitjb'm!j( 
to mi. How^er^ the old man conti* 
nxie% firm to \m purpofe, and fwtari 
mod tremendoufly, that if ! do not 
marry that impedous wom^di I <h*M 
1 never 
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never receive another ihilHng from 
him. 

\Vh$x a ftrattge power iias golJf 
I mufl truckle to my infolent miilrefs— 
When ihe it my wife I will make her 
payfor herpride.^ : 

Adieu. 
£• Bbaumokt* 



LETTER XXIL 
Afifs LssTER to Miia^ Camdek. 

CECILIAi my dear Cedlia^ what 
mortifications have I met with ! 
a pf*rticular detiul of them would only^ 
render me fiiil more miferaUe thaal 
ftot alttady. 

I have 
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I have bedn driveo, with coatempt, 
from that houfe in which I was ib late- 
ly, received with pleafur^ 

The Earl and Counteff^ reproached 
me for having had a defign upon their 
fon-^" You have made a fine return, 
iaid they, for all the regard we have 
fliewn you, by attempting to feduce 
our fon from the duty he owes his 
family and himfelf : and you have be* 
^ haved mofi TOgrateftiUy to our daugh« 
ter, who has been fo condefcending 
to you, as not only to wifh to degrade 
her brother, but to encourage her, by 
your example, to zSt with the greateil 
indelicacy, folly, and treachery." 

A tboufand fpeeches of the fame 
kind, equally contemptuous, were dU 
reded to m?, every one of which dou- 
bly- 
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bly reminded me of the umnenfe dif- 
ference^ between mej and Mr. Beau- 
mont. 

I made no reply to them; Ihung 
my head and ^vept till the cioach came^ 
which my tiady had (em for to carry 
me home. She would not fttfter me 
to ftep^ inix) her o^^, 

Juft before I went/ Lady Qiarbtte 
came into the room, and took leave 
of me* She told me thai her mother 
had kept her with her rill that mo- 
ment ; adding, that fte was forry for 
what had happened, but that Ihehad 
been forbidden to lee me, or to write 
to me. 

I fighed, but made no tieply. Lhad 
always loved Lady Charlctftei and €irc& 

♦ my 
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my attachmeat to Mr, Beautnoo^ my 
afieftiQD for her h^id iooreafed; but 
there was now %, cooloeft ia licr behar 
vtour which I could ncvl hitve &pt£t^ 
edp. and it made ^ti )additi()n to my 
diftt«fs> Perhaps ftom the depref- 
Hoa oi my (pirttSy I few every thmg 
in the worft lighjt: ye^^ certainly, ha4 
1 beea i;i .Lady Charlotte's; plac^q, and 
ihe in 9ajne> we ibouJd not have -ip 
4)arted. — But I knoiy- not what I fay ; 
my . head is giddy — ^it turns round I 
think. 

I wa^ conveyed, hpme,. niore de^^ 
than alwe ; I was really dillrefled, 
and very ill befides^ yet my mother 
Xeetxied to be q^.tremely difpleafed to 
fee me-. §orjy, indeed^ Ihe bad fomf 
rcafon to be, af jj>y having been treav 
ed with fe much contempt ; but then 

a$ 
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as I had been in no ihape to blame, 
and as (he faw how much I was hurt, 
by what had happened, her unkind 
behaviour to me was cruel. She tells 
me that if I had played my ckrds pro-' 
perly I might have been Mrs* &au- 
mont by this time — ^Would to Heaven 
I were ! but furely to have my difap- 
pointment imputed to my own want 
of judgment, is to feel it with double 
anguiih. I wifh, indeed, mod eameftly, 
that I was Beaumont's wife, fo dearly . 
do I love him. Without him I can never 
be happy. It would have grieved me, 
however, tb have occafibiied his fa- 
mily tonegleft-him — -'Tft better as 
it is, perhaps — I am nothing '; nobody 
will be concerned about me. I thought 
Lady Charlotte had 'been iiiy friend; 
but fhe, I find, has giVen me up. Beau- 
mont will foon be united to Lady Ann ; 

and 
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and I fee plainly that tay mother does 
not care for m^ as I have mified the 
opportunity^ as the calls it^ of making 
mf fortune, t^id raHitig my family ► I 
have nothing to do' but t6 leave th^ 
world as all the people in it, to whom 
J imagined I was dear, hav6 no longer 
any regard for - / ' 

your unhappy • 

II II I i r 1 1 ■ II ■ n i l' m' ■ ■ . ' ' H " '■ 

t L E T T ER XXllLs .1 

The Earl of Beaumokt to 
Mr. Grinpal^. 

liSIR, 

AS I underfiand that you have been 
left, guardian to a young perfon, 
who wa3 for fome time diftinguifhed 

by 



by myidaughttTy. as thcjr were educated 
at the fame fchcol, I \hmk it quiis 
Mceffary^ to let you JciiQw ^tbatf: flie has 
beh^v^d inai very impkoper landikwr m 
cay fa>H}ly>t Sljc 'bai; ?retwr6i^4 IMy 
Charlotte's polkenefe^ ta Jker by en^ar 
vouriflg t(> draw in, u^y- fan. to aakarrjf 
htr. Happily, both for hiaifrl^ aad bi^ 
familyV ;he^ha(f toojufl: an idea of pro- 
pffetyjt^ falj'n facrifice to fuch a low, 
fuch an artful girl ; but as from her 
intimacy her e flie might havo fouod o - p - 
portunities to be very troublefome, and 
as my-iorvis^ngaged lb Aiairy b Lady 
of rank and fortune, who would have 
r^afon^ to be bifefkfcci^wiife likty Lefter's 
impertinence, I thittk yow- ought to be 
informed of what has pafled, that you 
may take care of the girl, who ' \vill 
certakrly expdife hWftlf agsf?n> ff npt 

• * 'lowcei 
. ..^ va ^ 
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look(td afwr, by thfowift|; hcrfelf iti 
my fern's w*y% 
lam, 

your humbk fervatit, 

BBAtrMOZTT. 

— - ~ "^ ' *••' * 

LETTER XXIV. 
Mr. CjRtKDALt to th6 Enrl of 

B£AUiiO^T. 

My Lordi 

IReccired your Lotdflup'r letter cdM'* 
pldihHig.cf a yoiiiSg.ptrfbii^ who watf 
l^ft by her father j ;^ friend^ tiiidef mjf 
guardianil)ip~Fro|i9 %)» kwfwMpi I 
have had of her difpc^Cft^D^ And of the 
princi^esi x^rbi^h her £ftther^ ArciDg Ma 
Vot. !• K life. 
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ltfe> ciurefuU^ infiUled into her mind^ I 
cannot think her capable of being guilty 
of the extreme meannef^ you charge 
her with. It is more probable, my 
Lord, that' your fon, like too many 
other young men of faihion, has been 
taking unbecoming liberties with her ; 
•and that your I^dihip, to fpare your, 
fon, may chufc to throw the blame on 
the young lady, who, though not equal 
in point of birth and fortune to Mr* 
Beaumont's family, ftiay happen to 
be fuperiot to them in fentiment. 
There muft, undoubtedly, be fome- 
thing very pleafing both in her perfon. 
and manner, or flie would not have 
been honoured with the friendihip of 
Lady Charlotte, or have had her love 
iblicited by Mr. Beaumont. How- 
ever as thfj^^hsLVCj by diftinguiibing 
Mifs LeHer^: . given your Lordfhip fo 

much 
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much pain, and as the lady deftined 
for Mr« Beauniont is alarai^d, I hope 
iiie will have both too - much prid^ 
and fpirit to fubjedl herfdf to any far- 
ther complaints from your Lordlhip, 
upon this] occafion : 1 hope, tpo, that 
flie will have regard enough for her- 
felf and her own family, the peace of 
which is as dear to them, and ought 
to be as little difturbed, as the firft 
peer's in the kingdom, to decline all 
farther conned:iops witiiyoxir^ Lord/hip's 
famifyj though ever fo eagerly fought 
for by them. •/ ihall> wi^ p^i^ar 
eameftnefs, advife her to do nothing, 
for the future, to be accufed again of 
bnpertimnce^ from your rLordihip ; an 
accufation which flie has . not, . in my 
opinion, in any ihape, deferved: I, 
(hall be perfedJy convinced that. Ihe 
has not deferved it, when flie difco- 
K 2 vers 
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Ven that contempt fctf your Lordflup^ 
and yiour iamilT', which you and they 
have (a}u(Sy merited. 

lam^ 

my Lord, 

your Iord(hip*s 
humble fervant. 



LETTER XXV. 
Iifr. GaiNDALL to Mrs, Lester. 

Mradam^ 

I HAVE juft received the inclofed 
Ittter from Lord Beaumont. I am, f 
eonfefi^ greatly ftoiked at the infinua* 
tioAs cohtijhed in it agatnftMifs Lefler. 
I ttpA dwn> rffo, that I was apprdien* 

five 
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five of them, when 1 heard of lier 
going into a Gimily with whom an in* 
timacy could nor, by any meant, be 
proper. To throw a young womanr 
with a fmall fortune, and Uender ex*^ 
pedatbnsi into the way of an agreea* 
ble, enterprifing young mtfn of UAkm^, 
is, to the laft degree,, imprudent :. It is 
|o place her in a. very dangeiout ibtta^ 
tipn, from which not ^\ her difcretlon;, 
fiippofiag i^ has jmy, may be akSa 
99 ezmi^ate h«r*—— Setting afidc all 
difliDQourabk pioceedings, marriaggea 
whtcfi areexcc^dihgiy dif^rDpofti6ned^ 
^e feldom, if ever, produdive ef hap^ 
pioe&to the oontraded parties^ Miis 
Lefter haa^ certainly been* ia a very 
dangerous fituation in Lord Beauihont'a 
£imily : luckily, for her^ ihe has efcaped 
with tlie prefervatlon of her virtue,. 
UuC her peace may not eafily be refiot^. 
K 3, By 
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By having fettled her affections upon 
a young man every way agreeable, 
and attractive, too much above her 
to be honourably connected with her, 
at le^, without highly inceniing his 
Amily ag^onft him, ihe may, perhaps, 
be never able to like any other man. 

Mifs Lefter may have rendered . 

herfelf miferable for life, by havmg 

buoyed herfelf up with flattering hopes, 

but I cannot believe-that, flie has been 

&^ of the meanncfii with which his 

tocdihip has charged her. I would 

venture any wager, that Mr. Beau- 

Sffc- '^ ^c^aved to her in a manner 

^ *^^ to encourage improper cx- 

^A 0?"^ Let her comfou herfelf 

mont d/d ^^^' *^^' *^"^^ ^'^ ^*"* 

of his r ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ worthy 

•. ^^* <he is, at this time, beloved 

.. ty 
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by a deferving, and agreeabk ma», 
•w ho is eager to call her hlr wife, and 
deiirous of ibaring with her all. he 
polTefleSi all he is likely to poflefe. 
Mr. Lawfon has not^ indeed, an eftate 
equal to Mr. Beaumont, he cannot 
boafl of his noble birth, and high con^ 
nediobs^ but he has a decent conA{>e«^ 
tency, and tBat in any fbtion in lifb 
is fufficiently genteel. By accepting 
of Mr. Lawfon^ Mifs Lefter will not 
only gain a fuitable fettlemen^v but a 
friend* » lover, aprote&or^ .who wili 
think htmfelf both happy by -her coni« 
pliance with his wifhes, and honoured 
by it. On th^ contrary, if flie decline 
(6 unexceptionable an offer, ihe will 
not only lay herfelf open to all kinds 
©f cenfure— fbraftcfc l^Htt;.has Hap- 
pened, the world will unquittionabl^ 
fey that flie cither, has yielded, or is 
K 4 rtady. 
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nadf to yidd to the laan whom (be 
is fuppofed CO loven^trnt may alfo ib^ 
^cc Mr. BesMmom^s lady co ima^e, 
ihat ^e has iUll ddigns upoo her 
iiufhamL Surriy Mifa I^ftei hs9 pride 
mough to keep her frnm the com<> 
«iflioo of ttiiy mof^ hit^tigmw. Bj 
if^vipg Mr. Z4iwfop, 9r ^« im9 
5v]»o ts to b« her hililMiid> Md by $ 
tool fikooe« w]^ f«fai^ to th9 in^ 
^^«d and its impfrfkmt cQ«(ffntf> 
Iht wiH a^ IB the moft (tiTorcet mno^ 
fier : aod tbii itffiur^ if properly met- 
aagjed^ vriU.not, I da^e Mieve» be 
attended with any very bad tsmk^ 
4uence9^ though perhapa with fomft 
few ^agreeable west 

Hoping that ]mi "witt fay and do . 
aH in yo^ power to make your daugk« 
ter feufibie of the abfolut^ tieceffity 

there 
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there is for her giving up til farther 
thoughts of Mr. Beaumont^ 

Madam». 

your f fiend * and fervant/ , 

E.G|(INbALL., 



Mi& LlSTEU tO^fi CAMDXNi 



s 



TJlX.naorfi $fld more mortifiGatianr 
dolrecjeiye^ my d«ar/rieiid#. 



'My Lord Beaumont has wrote to 
complain of mp to Mr. Gxindjsill.who 
was but too ready befofe to hurry me 
into a marriage witii Mr. LaWfon,^ 
whom I can never love ; and yet I muft 
•wn, at tlie fame time, ribat ne is very 
K 5 amiable^, 
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amiable, efpecially in his behaviour to 
me. My heart is fo much ibftened by 
my own diftrefles^ that. I cannot be 
infenfible to the dejedioa which my 
indifierence has occafioned^ nor to his 
extreme foUcitude about me ; I cannot^ 
poffibly, however, love any man but 
. Beaumont. • , . ^ — 

To what purpofe ^o 3^hcy tell me 
of the pride and contempt which Mr. 
Beaumont's family have difcoveited? 
He cannot make them better, and it 
would be hard indeed that he Iheuld 
fuf&r Soft thei¥ faults. • He never treated 
me with pride or contempt ; and yet if 
lie had (b treated' me, my tender heart 
iy;puld ffill have been faithfully^attacheii 
toihiniii I i^^ft not fee him any mor^ 
k feems — ^Nobody can hinder me fron\ 
tki»king of h^ai; jopt eveii: his haughty 



?}/ iNDltCREBT CONNXCTIOK, 203 

father can hinder me from jbiniing of 
him ; . nor his hagghty mothlftr, nor his 
infenfible lifter — no, nor his, wifc^ 
equally haughty and infenfible: none 
of them .can. hinder me from thinking 
of my dear Beaumont, can prevent my 
loving him. Who can banifli recollerf^ 
tion from the mind. ? Not all the fathers^ 
mothers, fitters and wives, upon . earth 
can make me forget what is part, or 
make me hate die man who has every 
charm to render himfelf alluring. 

I hasire been extremely ill: I am 
quite weak and low : I have no body to 
talk too but Mr. Lawfon who is, to be 
iure, altogether confiderate and afSdih 
ous to pleafe me : fo aifiduous, indeed^, 
is he to give me pleafure, that I ami 
really concerned it is not ia.nay pow- 
er to. make fome return to fo un- 
common an affeftion— How few meoi 
•«. •: It 6 pay 
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pay fo muck attention to^ a girl whoSsr 
heart hat been long in the pofieffion of 
another f 

Mr.Grindall i»outof townr I have 
lalcen an opportunity to intreat Mr^ 
Itowfim to pity me, to be my frieodt 
and &ot to join with my guardian m 
perfftcudqg me.^ 

« Never, Mifs Lefter, £ud be, fli^ft 
you have die leaft reaTon to complain of 
me. Happy beyond expreffion fliall I 
lie^ if you can, at hft, endure vac J* 

In this manner does he talk, while 
l^is eager tye& watch mine, that he may 
Hy to prevent my wiflies. He is mo- 
4eft, ftnilble and tender, but he csoi 
mew he any thing to, 

your very unhappy, 

C. I^SSTXRr 

LJET- 
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I AM in a fair wgy to b^ finely wified- 
t^dy Ann Bus fufficiently ftewn her 
^irit alr^dy. ^er h^ naa4e fuch a. 
tuftle about me» and Kitty,, diat the- 
poor girl bas b^en driven from the houfe^ 
and trea^ with al^ the eonten$pr an<il^ 
pride imaginable^ However, Her rcr 
jaoval from the houfe may be of fervice 
to me ; for, a« I know that ihe doe^ not 
Jove her home, ftie may, poiEbly, be 
induced, by my perfuafipn^, to leave 
it for a more agreeable r«fi<ieo9<e of my 
4^ov.iding^ I fi^pcfe>. indeed^ that t 
ihtftt oiees^ with a^ violent Gf)|)ofition at 
firil, for it is the hardeft matter in the 

world to j^^uade ibme^ wjqoiw to do 

evett 
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even what they have a mind to. I mutt 
go cautiouily lo work,^ or I ifaall have 
the guardian, the mother, and all the 
relations upon my hact^. I will^ pre- 
vioufly, fend a few lines to her, and 
fee what elFeft they will have upon her. 
1 fliall, by fo doing, find' out how her 
mclinations fland. 'In the mean while I 
rouft prepare to marry this Lady Ann* 
My fatherwill not advance a fingle ftiil-. 
ling if I refufe. She is a charming wo*- 
man, I confefs, but I had rather be excuf- 
ed from an alliance with her. I am not 
fond of termagants. No — Had Kitty 
cither femlly or fortune to countenance 
a marriage with her in the world, I 
fliould be happy : for I da not know a 
woman who would make a more eligi- 
ble wife for me — fmce I muft be mar- 
ried. But, as flie is fituated, fuch-a ftep 
*inot ta be thought of. I muft, there- 
fore. 
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fore, lake her whom I do not love, and 
quit her whom I do. While .we are 
thus a£ting in oppofition Co our fefitir 
ments and our feelings, in the mofl:iet:i«' 
ousbufinefsofour lives, how can we be 
furprized to hear of feparations 2ind di" 
vorces ? We fliould rather wonder to 
bear of two people living tolerably, tq^ 
geth.er after marriage. 

" Do you not fmiTe at my writing in 
rather a new manner ? The truth is 
I find myfelf changed on a fudden. 
The approaching change in my life, I 
belieycj^ ,has occafioned this revolution, 
in my mind. 

In Continuation^ 

1 have juft been informed by John- 
fon, whom I difpatched to gain fome in- 
telligence 
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telltgeaceaboutfiatty^ tfatt die city-lover 
ehofen for her by her guardian, is not 
•nly. handibme, bnr exceifitely ftiH 
diourto pleaie ; asd that it is imagined * 
Ae will not be long able to refift his 
eager addrefies. If ihe can leaTe me 
for him Ihe is a confounded little jilt, 
that'€ all, and flie may go to die devil 
as foon as (he will.r--I*ll try her thoughj, 
tipon fecond thoughts, before I entirely 
abandon her. 

Your's as uTuat 

E« Beais^mont*. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXVm. 
Mifs Lester to Mifs Camo^v. 

I HAVE juft rocciyed a note from 
Beaumont| the kmdeft in the world. 
How traniported am I to find that be 
has not forgotten me^that he (b iincere- 
ly fympathizes with tne, that he ftiU 
loves me! this was a cordial which 
I very- much* wanted ; it has quite re- 
vived me : I was almoft funk into de- 
fpair before^ l^ut diis dear note had fuch 
an effeft upon me- that I fmlled and* 
talked ; I aftualjy talked^ rather tender- 
ly to Lawfon^ who was highly elated 
by a carriage fo very uncxpefted. I 
was indeed fo peftered with his raptures 
that I did not know what to do with 
him ; yet I muft own, though I can- 
lot love him, his behaviour to me is 

uncxception- 
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unexceptionable. But what is all this 
to my charming Beaumont ? To think 
that he b ftill my lover, and that he is 
impatient to tell me fo, is the greateft 
joy to be conceived. And yet why am 
1 fo delighted with what can affi>rd me 
po real^ no lafting fatis£sidion ; what 
may^ perhaps, make an addition to py 
mifery, if I am too much inclined to 
liften ta it ? Be aflured, however, my 
dear Cecilia, that, notwithfianding my 
ftrong attachment to this man, I am 
determined not to comply with an^ im.- 
proper defires. I refped: my lover toa 
much not to refpedt myfelfalittle; fi»oe, 
^erefore, it is my firm refblution not 
only to refift all unbecoming folicitations 
but to refent them, why may I not ia- 
dulgemyfelfinthe innocent pleafure I 
feel atthe remembrance of a man whom I 
mufii ever prefer ta all thfe reft of hl$ 
fexl^ 

Lawfbn^ 
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• Lawfon, perceiving me aim oft in- 
toxicated with joy, aiked me \<^hat I 
had done to myfelf, telling me, 'at thi 
fame time, that I never looked To well 
in my life. 

' 1 fmiled at his obfervation, which 
encouraged him, I fuppofe, to imagine 
that I was particularly pleafed with 
it, for he caught my hand, and ki^ed 
it with a violence which hurt me pror 
digioufly. 

" Good G — d, my dear Mlfs Lefter, 
cried he, what have I done ?'* when 
I fcrcamed with the pain which his 
eager preflure of my hand had occa- 
iioned. 

To fay the truth, I had put on a 
little ring which Beaumont had given 

me. 
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me, compofcd of two ruby hearts, 
pierced with an arrow of brilliants, 
and the fliarp edge of the gold ran 
into toy finger, upon Lawfon's fqueez* 
ing my hand too hard. 

Seizing my hand agaiji, he looked 
ft it, wd laid the whole blcime on the 
ring, 

1 coloured with vexation, and plain- 
ly told him that he had by hU owi| 
awkwardnefs hurt my finger. 

He looked abaihed, begged my par- 
don, and was fo fubmiflive the reA of 
the day, that I found myfelf obliged 
to forgive him. Yet to what purpofe 
does he ftill follow me ? I am fure I. 
never caji think of having him. I have 
already told him fo feveral time5, bitf 

he 
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lie will pcrfift. 1 muft try, in (hort, 
to perfuadc him to trouble his heacf 
ino more about tne. If he will not 
gire me up before Mr. Grindall re- 
turns to town, I fhall, perhaps, be 
forced into a marriage which muft. 
Inevitably, make me for evfer mife- 
fable. If I muft not be Mr. Beau- 
mont's wife, I will never be married to 
any body: though if we cannot be 
united together, I do not fee why we 
ftiay not continue friends. The friend- 
ifeip of fuc.b a man as Beaumont is pre-^ 
fcribk to the watmeft aflfeftbns of any 
other. , 

My mother, who does not much 
care, I believe, who I marry, provided 
I am but married, fpeaks greatly in 
fevour o^ Lawfon, as ftie finds that there 
are little or no hopes of my union with 

Beau- 
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Beaumont. She tells me, however^ 
Qver and over, that I have .played my 
cards Ul;e a limpletonp a^d that I ought 
to have known better how to.condudt 
fuch an affair. She is afraid^ ihe fays, 
that my love for the man prevented me 
from making any thing of him : .when 
i reply that I really love himi ihe calls 
me a filly girl, and adds, ^* I don't 
w*onder you have Ipfl him^ fince you 
thought more of the man than the mor- 
ney«"--I am fhocked at fuch fentiments 
foroppofiie to my own; I endeavour 
tt> argue her out of them, but in vain— 
/he never liftens to reafon, and there- 
fore it is impoffible to convince her that 
her notions are erronepus. What llraitge 
people have I to do with ! 
Adieu. 

Cr Lester. 

LET- 
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LETTER XXIX:. 
Mifs Camdik to Mifs L£st£r. 

I HAVE taken up my pen in a great: 
hurry, my dear Kitty, to tell you 
that you are quite wrong. Where h 
tftitgirl, in her ferries, who would ven-. 
ture to encourage a friendfhip with the 
man whom Ihe loves to diftradtion, 
and who, flie knows, will not mar- 
ry her ? 

Your Beaumont is a trifling fellow : 
he is not worth having, and yet you 
would be glad to be married to himr 
He is too hau^y, too infolent, too- 
volatile, to think of marrying you ;, 
tind would you truft fuch a man with, 
your heart ? at a time too, when 

you 
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yo\i know that he is engaged to ano- 
ther whom he will marry, AoUgh he 
does not love her, though he adually 
defpifes her ? But theto fll6 has rank and 
fortune, and thofe advantages will juf- 
tify his condua to the wwW. He will 
Hhiilk her ftifficlemly quaUfifd CO bring 
him a* heir to his t^^tt, ^ hoy whom 
OT earl titld a countefs tney t^ntoreTS* 
own for their grandfott, though his 
perfon ihoold be frightfully difeafed, 
though his mitid IhouW be tainted vrith 
every vice, though he ihould be a fbol, 
or a villain. By the brilliancy of his 
defccnt, he will, though a dtfgrace to 
his fpecies, be mor^ refpefled by the 
worU, than a man of lovi^ birth, though 
horned with ev^ry virtue^ which' can 
tfmbelfifli humanity. From a conncc- 
liQtt, th^r^fere, With people who enter- 
tain. 
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tain fuchMiTow, fodi UAJuft fefftiteeiiti^ 
what happlnefs can be expe£bed ? 

I canncft help being furpiri2(d «t ^noar 

infatuation^ Kitty, to indulge a paffion 

'for a man who could not make yKSU 

happy, were you to be ^mmedia^rfy 

raifed to a rank equal to his own. 

From the chai^ft^r you have dnitm 
^of Beauniunt, and, 1 dare fay, notwithar 
< (landing its defedts, it is k fkitefed OM, 
/(for we ere comiiioftly bthid n tbe 
'fflilings^ of thofe Whom- we lo^>he cab 
'iiAver make you happy— «Yott would ra- 
pine by his tide, in the midflof 'gsaq-* 
deur^ and niagnifilcenM«> y^u im>uki 
•fi^ for -tte want of a htttrt in ^ 
^bblbm of the man whom you^ove*. 
Take courage, therefore^ my dear Kirty,. 
* and fcrutinize thoroughly into the eht- 

VoL.L L raftff 
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rafter of the man whom you find your^ 
felf difpofed to love ; if he is unwor- 
thy of your efteem, do all you can to 
tx)nqi}et your inclination for him, before 
It rifes to an abfolute paffion, and keep 
your heart, till you meet with a man 
really deferving of it. 

By your defcription of Lawfon, he 

may' be almoft called ihe vnexception- 

.ahle% You cannot expe& a faultlefs 

lover ; he who has the feweft faults, 

is undoubtedly the moil: defirable. 

I haVe 4ately met with one who ap* 

peai4 to have fcarce any. You may, 

•peFlia}>s; think that my vanity is now 

'^t work, becaufe he has .diftinguiihed 

me. Th?re is, indeed, Kitty^ a part of 

^his behaviour, which is, in my opinion, 

rather, odd : he feems to chufe to be 

always with me; he fees. me perpetu- 



illy furrounded with men who admire 
me, and yet never fays a civil thing to 
me: thatisj I mean, he' never talks 
to me in the ftyle of ahy 6f the reft 
of my men acquaintance; *he is^ how-* 
ever, continually' endeavouring to im* 
prove me, or pleafe me^Malrf is'n^er 
abfent from me, -but Wheii he iis called 
away from ihe by his bufitkft. - 1 think 
I may freely confefs, that I prefer fuch' 
a man to any dther, without being 
guilty of a weaknefs: it .would b^ a; 
weaknefs, indeed, not to fee, and to 
acknowledge, his ' uticdiiimt»i • mdrit. 
But to what purpofe fhould I indulge 
a prepofleffion in his favour? he has; 
none ii)* mine^ I dare fay, and I am tot 
Wkcyoiiy kitty 5 I havetbabbch pKde 
to love any msin firft, or any* man at 
all, who is not ftrongly inclined i^ 
feci the fame tendernef? for me. I really 
do not believe, I Ihall ever be in love, 

L Z 9Xi^ 
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wd timc&xe, vthm&fa my &ther 
tbiiAskptoffis formetipinany, IlhaUy 
us a dudful, daughter, make him a low 
cuitfey, aod tell himy that I am allobe- 
din^e. ; Do jm a& in the fame man- 
ner to your s^uardiany my dear ; that is» 
iC you cfa prevail on youHelf, either 
Ipltfce LaWi^n, or to be quite indi^ 
ftat; to Bewmoot. To marry one man 
while we ar^ veally attached to another, 
k tD injttce him in the moft unpardon* 
abk.'] 



This ^mmi$. coming; this Charles, 
ffiitbJ dmie to call him.-^I muft lay 
^Edemy pes. 

When I hwp hear4 what he has to 
hfttQ-m^g I will tukt ic up agam, after 
Iw 4«p«IQwe. 

I have 



I JiaVe a thought, Kitty : I will try 
him a little ; tbete can <:an he no harm 
in thar, as I have no iil^dcfign— I efteem 
him too much to hurt him, or even ta 
vex him : but he is too indifferent about 
me, to be vexed at any thing he he^rs 
fromw.^ 

' In Continuatm. ^; 

He is gone. Hfe brought me fome 
curious plaiits cf hU own raifing; 

When I thanked him^ I told him, 
tbat nobody in the ^untry had fo mUch 
faccefs in bringing them to perfeftion^ - 

He fiiuled, and fifid, that he, pro- 
bably, took more pains than other, 
people. ' ' 

L 3 "You 
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'< Yqu think then, replied I, that by 
a clofe application to. any favourite 
purfuit, we cannot fail pi being fuc- 
cefsful ?•' 

" No, Madatn, anfwered he, grave- 
ly, fome thing3 are indeed forwarded, 
but others arc retarded by our appli- 
cation to th<m." 

<f I canndt comprehend the meaning 
•f that aflfertion, Sir, faid I : your words 
feem at variance." 

" Not at all. Madam. How many 
men have, \}y endeavouring to pleafe 
a woman, only difgufted her ? White 
Others, Without giving tKemfelves any 
trouble about her, have been very well 
received." 

I coloured 
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I coloured up to the eyes, I am fure^ 
at this reply — Here was plainly a cafe, 
in point— I wilhed, however, to be 
more thoroughly fatisfied if I was right, 
or not ; but I could not immediately; 
recover myfelf — As foon as I did^ I faid, . 
'? Is this your method of proceeding. 
Sir, when you a^e ito love T* 

He looked a good deal diiconcerted, 
and hefitatcd,, as: if he was .unwilling 
tofpcak* . • . 

At lad, he replied, " Whenever I 
am in lOve, Madam, I w^, perhaps, 
proceed in that way :'- but, I fuppofe, 
I fliall endeatpur to a<^ like other peo- 
ple, in the fame date ; though, I believe, 
continued he, with a half frrrile, and a 
kind of fupprefledfigh, no man can tell 
L 4 . how 
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how he ihM behave till the dmc 

^ You have never^ then^ had an op* 
portuiuty of tryiog )*^ iaid I* 

TSM¥fMabodMqiaeftimi» Kitatyt I 
bluihedi while lultcKdit. 

. l£rcototti>ed£tiUnuire-**-'^Ihavehad 
no letibrcs, Madmn^. replied he, widi> 
fluttering accents, to attend mud^ to: 
Ihefe things/' ' 

" Leifure I cried I, isecoverifig new 
Ijiirity on ieeing him embarrai^^ I did' 
nef'knour ^t love would wait o^r 
l^ftsre ;i it is an involuntary pafBon, and^ 
like deatib, will" come when it^ wlH 
owne : it- ndtber ftays for oaf caUitig, 
not leaves \\s dX our bid^Ting/- 



. ^' it is iait too true," aafwered he 
(ludf^raiiing his ejrestotneet mine^ and 
then throwtogdiem rdpeftfully. down.) 
There he ftopped— My father then came 
in^ and no more ^^as faid about love. 

' PkTid now, can you, who are fo well 
acquainted with the tender pai&on, tell 
me what my lover means, or rather 
what I, myfelf, mean ? This I know, 
whatever you may deternwne, I am 
not at all pleafed with my own con- 
duct, which has not, I think, been 
fufficiently delicate upon an occafion 
that requires the niceft circumfpeftiom. 
I am, indeed, quite out of humour with 
myfelf ; you will, therefore, I hope, 
excufe me for having been too free with 
you: but rfeally, Kitty, I aip" 111911 fe- 
rioufly your friend, when I a<^vife you 
to conquer this Violent attachment 
L 5 which 



226 7ii IfWiscuMvt Covvkci^on; 

which muft, ncoeSBaLxAy^ kad you mta 
numberlefs difficulties^ and plunge you 
into very unhappy fimaticms. 
I am, 
' my dear, 

your ever aiTe&ionate 
.C*Camd>£n^ 



LETTER XXX. 

Mifsh L£;5X£Rto Mifs CamD£N» 

T THANK you for. your laft, my; 
•*• dear, and for your well-meant ad- 
vice. I would really take it,, if I poffi.- 
i)ly could^ as^ well as Mr. Grindairs^ 
and my mother's i even Mr.. Lawfon's^ 
too; but I could fooner diveft nayfflf 
^f iife thW of en inclination which, 

feema. 
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feems woven into my fratae, I can- 
not ceafe to love Beaumon^; how then- 
can I, with the .finalleft degree of ho- 
nour, marry any. other man ? Icfteem, 
I refpc<ft Mr. Lawfon> but I can never 
love him, 

I feized an opportunity, agreeably 
to my deiign, to tell him that J was 
obliged to him for the compliment he 
had paid me, but that, as my affec- 
tions were engaged before I knew hintj 
it was impoffible for me ever to fix 
theiti upon anyother objed, and that,>s 
rtiy repugnance to his offer had incenfed 
Mr. Grindall and my mother againft 
me, I Ihould think myfelf greatly in- 
debted to him, if he would, hrmfelf, 
generdufly put a flop to their perfecu* 
tionis by withdrawing his addrefles- ' 

L6 Ke 
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He looked botb concerned^ and ifii^ 
concerced at my reqaeft, but repKed, 
«< That though it was ^ hstfdeft 
which eouM be made m a ma» fottsC* 
fed of hU ientimeiits^ he ibouid fed it 
a ftill harder taik to refufe ute any 
thing: adding^ that he would, what- 
erer It eoft him^ oblige mc;^ 

• A9 I knew diat Mr. Gnndafi w» 
faourI}r«expe&ed in London^ I thoagii£' 
there waa no time to fefe* 



. I was right : he amew M ibon a» 
I faw hiQx I found tlmt l^awfen ha4< 
been asgood as his word ; ibr he iai^. 
mediaoely told loe that he wa$ very: 
muchr concerned at nqr bei^ fe deter-^ 
minefj if> i^£i Mt oaly (<k PKuch in oj^po* 
fition to my own iofieic^fl'x but to ri^* 
foa, honour^ aad difcretion^ bv refuting 

aa 
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an offer extremety. advantageous, m^e« 
ly for the fake of a maa whole familf 
defpifed ne, and wbo^ tooft probably, 
defpiied foie, htmfid^ forih^ eaiineil 
wiA which 1 had Hfteifcd to fiis pro- 
feffions of love ; profeffions tha^ could 
not be fqrious, as no man could be faid 
to love a woman whofe ruin he had in 
view while he addreffed her.^-*^ What 
could you expeft, continued he, but 
your undoing, by encouraging a man 
who wa5 upon the point of marriage 
witli another ; yoir, wlwliad no apolo- 
gy to make for yimr imprudent co*Q* 
dud, no plea to urge in your defence, as' 
you had it in your power to be mar- 
ried, whenever you p!eafed,,to a 3^oung, 
agreeable, dupable* man of feharafter^ 
^fleffed^f affortuiifr ^bove your rtafon-- 



€$ 
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that ihe was fure I liad played my 
cards lijke a fool^ and that there wa^ a 
way of managing every body, if peo- 
ple would give their minds to it. 

I iighed, becaufe I found Iliad aot 
had the influence over Mr. Beaumont 
and his family which I wifhed for,, 
and with the want of Which flie up- 
braided me. 

Thus you fee, my dear,,! am quite 
unhappy in every ihape. My mother 
wanted me to raife myfelf by th^ friend* 
Ihip which the Beaumont-family fence 
exprefled for me. Mt. Grindall thinks, 
that I ouglit never to have been ac- 
quaintad with them. I almoftwi^ 
I never had been acquainted with them,, 
as my attachment to Beaumont will 
reader fne miferable for life. Adieu. 

- C. Lesterv 
LET- 
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almoft any Woman happy : but we" 
will fay no more upon this fubjed at 
prefent. Leave Mr. Lawfon to'fcefc 
for fotftebody more fui^able to him : dq 
you only refolve to. conquer a weak- 
nefs for Mr. Beaumont which, if in- 
dulged, muft make you appear in a 
ridiculous^ as well as in a mean and a 
ariminal lights Exert, all your pride,, 
my dear Kitty, and do not leffen your- 
felf fo much byrondefcending to attach 
yourfelf to a man who, whatever he 
may fell you, ftill thinks himfelf fo 
much furperior to you, that ,he fliouldT 
honour you even biy ;keef)!n^ you fon 
his pleafure : and can any woman^* 
with the leaft degree of fpirit, with 
the leaft fpqrk of virtue, love fuch a 
man ? ImpofEble ! I agree to your 
giving up Lawibn, though I am/forry 
to find you fo llrongly averfe to him i 

but. 
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but, at the fame time, i in^ upon 
your givii^ up Beaumont alfe, iif 
you have the flighfsft regard for your 
happinefs, peace^ or reputattofu** 

' Here Mr, Grindall flopped : I made 
no anfwer--'I was too much agitated ; 
I was loo well convinced, indeed, of 
his being in the right, though I could 
l\bt bring myfelf to tell him fo — ^What 
is then to be done ? I cannot refolve 
upon any thing. I can only fay thit 
1 wiih, fincerely wilh, I had never feetv 
iBeoumont, though my Ideating heart 
tells me thaf be is ^bfolutely aeceffivry 
to my happine&. 

In Gmtinuintm. 

i 

I have juft this moibent received a 
fciKmd note from Beaumont— He telb* 

me 
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mc he will meet me in the Green Park 
to-morrow at cles en. 

I had r4?£blutk>itenoogb tx> lend word 
to the chairman who waited, that it 
required no anfwen 

1 cbufd not thinli of any thing bet-' 
tet to fay, thou^ i repented almoft^ 
before the words were out of m^^ 
mouth, I really do not know what I 
would have: 

Mr. Grindall tolilfny mdther, when' 
he went away, that he hoped (he faw 
die neceffity of her joining with him kn' 
perfuadiog me^ to break o|f arU farther 
Qomedlon with . Mr. Beaumomt asui 
hh 'fsnoily. 

She replied, that fhe thought Aty 
hid hrolbe. ofif all connexions with me ; 

that 
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too haftily oflended: we do not mean 
that they are downri^t ideoits : we only 
mean that they, from a natural timidity^ 
terrify themfelves with unneceflary ap- 
prehenfions ; and^ by the indulgence 
of thofe apprehenfionsj throw them- 
felves into very difagreeable^ if not 
dangerous fituations* ' 

Kitty Lcfter being of a gentle difr 
pofition, is a thoufand times more 
capable of making mc happy than the 
vain, haughty Lady Ann : but to for- 
feit every thing, to marry the daughr 
ter of people with whom one cannot 
any way mix — forbid it prudence, and 
/orbtd it pride ! — No— Such low, fuch 
gplebeian connexions can never be 
thought of by, 

your fincere and affedtibnate friend, • 
E.. Beau MONT. 

The End d{ the FiuSt Volume. ' 
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